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Christmas and the Railways 
S usual the railways had arranged for the extra traffic 
A mally to be expected at Christmas time, but the 
cold spell accompanied by snow, and in some cases 
laid its hand over the country for the week 
Christmas, caused a certain amount of dis- 
tion. On electrified lines delays were frequent, 
iuses being the formation of on conductor 
nd, where pneumatic appliances were much in 
ezing of the valves. The latter esa? is, of course, 
lich is specially to be dreaded in a damp climate. 
timate ed that the severe weathe1 te London Trans- 
extra expense of £55,000. Fog and 
responsible for delays to long-distance 
ving the north. The obstruction of the 
over wide areas threw a heavy extra traffic 
ulways without notice, and although one may 
uite satisfactorily with a few unexpected guests, 
they descend abnormal numbers it is impossible 
vide for them without a certain amount of incon- 
and discomfort all round. One feature of the 
stmas traffic which struck us again was the delays to 
which might have been avoided or lessened were 
n force a general instruction to enginemen to recover 
ime. Even if the instruction were so specific as to 
upon them the desirability of running slower trains 
e fastest existing schedules, a great deal of time might 
ecovered and line capacity increased—important 
rs when there is heavy extra traffic. 
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London Transport ‘*C ’’ Stock 


ether it should the right to apply for the 
intment of a receiver and manager, will be one of the 
tions to be considered by a committee of London 
sport ‘‘ C’’ stockholders which has been appointed 
nsider the action to be taken as a result of the failure 

board in respect of each of three consecutive years 

t standard rate of interest on ‘‘ C’”’ stock. A 


exercise 


} 
we 
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meeting was held on December 22 under the chairman- 
ship of Mr. John F. Heaton, Chairman of Thomas Tilling 
Limited, at which he reviewed the position, but no decision 
was then arrived at, and another meeting is to held 
before any decisive step is taken. The other members of 
the committee are Mr. John Harrison, Mr. P. D. Leake, 
Sir Christopher Magnay, and Mr. Ernest Taylor. At the 
meeting last week Mr. Heaton said that the stockholders 
might decide to take no special action unless and until 
there was some further development, such as a continuing 
default to the holders of ‘‘C”’ stock. Or they might 
feel that the circumstances called for the exercise of their 
right under the Act to apply to the Court for appointment 
of a Or again they might make a proposal to 
the appropriate department that in equity the Government 
might consider the question of a guarantee. In normal! 
circumstances he should oppose a Government guarantee, 
but this was an exceptional case. The board was founded 
on a Government measure, restrictions imposed by th 
order of the Minister of Transport had impaired its earn- 
ing capacity, taxation had nullified the efforts of the board 
to meet its obligations, and under Government pressure 
large capital expenditure had been incurred. The com- 
mittee had also a reasonably satisfactory for the 
appointment of a receiver, because of large capital ex- 
penditure and failure fix appropriate fares. 


receiver. 
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Traffics 
railways in the 25th week of the financial 
slight improvement except on the Buenos 
Ayres Great Southern and on the Central Argentine. 
The aggregate increase on the Argentine North Eastern 
£15,419 and on the Entre Rios it is £45,540. 
Further —— is recorded by the Central Uruguay 
Railway, which for the 24 weeks of the present year is 
up £26,128 in sterling and $180,140 in currency. The 
latest Brazilian railway returns are better, but the ager 
gates for the 51 weeks of the Great Western and Leo 
poldina and for the 50 weeks of the San Paulo are down 
in sterling, although up in currency. 


No. of Weekly Inc. or Aggregate Inc, or 

Week Traffics Decrease Traffic Dec 
f f £ 

25tl 87,345 2,047 1,815,254 147,517 

25th 5 1,923 3,075,372 

2,853 1,013,213 

18,468 2,541,446 

50th 8,2 $ 2,800 27,197,! 
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Midland Railway of Western Australia 

This railway, which connects the Northern system of the 
Western Australian Government Railways with Perth and 
with the Eastern Goldfields Railway of the State, is one 

the few important privately-owned railways now exist- 
ing on the Australian Continent. It is operated by an 
English company under a concession from the Western 
Australian Government which includes a Jand grant. The 
railway, of 277 miles on the 3 ft. 6 in. gauge from Mid 
land Junction near Perth, to Geraldton, was opened for 
traffic in 1894, but for many years was not a financial 
success. For the year ended June 30, 1927, a maiden 
dividend of 2} per cent. was paid on the unified ordinary 
stock, followed by dividends of 3 per cent. for the year 
1927-28, 4 per cent. for 1928-29, and 3 per cent. for 
1929-30. Then came an interval during which no divi- 
dends were paid, but for the year ended June 30, 1938, 
of which we have now received the report, a dividend of 
2} per cent. is recommended. Gross traffic receipts for 
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the year under review amounted to £179,613, an increase 
of £24,406 or 15°72 per cent. In the working expenses of 
£80,670 there was an advance of only £6,176 or 8-29 
per cent., leaving net receipts £18,230 higher, at £98,943. 
[he operating ratio was 44-91 per cent. After adding 
interest, &c., and providing for administration expenses 
ii London and for exchange losses on remittances, the 
revenue account shows a credit balance of £92,118. This 
the directors, after appropriating £2,431 to 
Australian taxation on land holdings, £3,000 to taxation 
reserve and £35,000 to depreciation and renewals account, 
to meet debenture interest, to pay 2} per cent. on the 
unified ordinary stock and to devote £2,966 to redemption 
of reversionary certificates, leaving £29,491 to be carried 
forward against £30,267 brought in. 


enables 


* * * 


The Railways of Greece 

The Report on Economic and Commercial Conditions 
in Greece, issued by the Department of Overseas Trade, 
refers to the legislation of the Government of Greece, by 
which in 1937 the disastrous competition between the rail- 
ways and road transport was ended. The amount of road 
transport was limited and made complementary to the 
railway system. The result has been a large increase in 
railway revenues. The following table shows the improve- 
ment in the traffics of the State Railways: — 

Increase, 

1936-37 per cent 

4,677,214 8-2 
332,478,273 ‘0 
178,388,360 “ 

1,693,894 


1935-36 

4,323,307 
310,665,853 
145,958,446 
1,637,589 
176,985,162 
.. 212,664,007 
The receipts of the Pirzetus—Athcens—Peloponnesos 
way were higher by some 32,900,000 drachmz 
1937, and those of the Thessalian 
4,607,570 drachme over the 
services generally were much improved during 1937, 
and railway travel is, as the figures indicate, more 
popular. The State Railways contracted a loan of 200 
million drachmze from the Bank of and have 
expended considerable sums in the acquisition of rolling 
stock, steel sleepers, &c., for much needed renewals. 


Passengers, number 
Passenger-km 
Receipts, drachmez 
tons 
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lon-km ‘ 
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* * * * 

Argentine Traffic Statistics 

The Buenos Aires Institute for the Study of Transport 
Economics has published statistics showing the serious 
decline in the traffic of the Argentine railways, including 
the State Railways. The number of for ex- 
ample, which reached a record figure in 1930, of 
170,019,000, fell to 136,150,000 in 1935, and in 1937 re- 
covered only to 153,109,000. For passenger receipts the 
best year was 1928, with 129,084,000 pesos. In 1930 the 
figure had fallen to 122,445,000 pesos, in 1935 to 
90,208,000 pesos, and in 1937, with a partial recovery, 
the receipts were 99,721,000 pesos. In the average rate 
per passenger-km. there has also been a continuous de- 
cline, from 3-08 centavos in 1928, to 2-38 centavos in 
1937, but this has been due to the increase in excursion 
bookings and suburban season tickets. Goods traffic 
showed a similar decline. In the year 1928, 52,459,000 
tons were carried and the receipts amounted to 460,911,000 
pesos. By 1933 the figures had fallen to 38,776,000 tons 
and 313,921,000 pesos, only partly recovering, in 1937, 
to 49,032,000 tons and 381,236,000 pesos. The average 
rate per ton-km. fell progressively from 3:39 centavos in 
1928, to 3:12 centavos in 1933 and 2:90 in 1937. One 
aotable feature of the passenger traffic on the Argentine 
railways is the relatively high proportion of first class 
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‘licence to continue its present route between | 
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travel, which remained steady at about 45 per cent, of 
the total number, second class accounting for 55 p:r cent.. 
until the last few years, when the proportion ©: second 
class has slightly increased. In 1937, 41:8 per cent. of 
the passengers travelled first, and 58-2 per cent 
Figures relating to the earnings of the | 
owned Argentine railways, for the financial y« 
38, were published in THE RAILway GAZETTE of 
28 last. 
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* * * * 


The London—Manchester Air Route 

A feature of the first hearings of applications fo: 
to operate air services within this country, has b 
complaint of representatives of Manchester that th 
is neglected in the matter of direct air links with ] 
On these grounds the Corporation of Manchester 0) posed 
the application of Railway Air Services Limited for a 


ences 
n the 

city 
idon. 


don, 
stop 
vila 
vices 
ental 
ind- 
iring 
that 


mec 


Liverpool, Belfast, and Glasgow, maintaining that 
at Manchester should replace the present connect 
Liverpool. It is complained that the present s 
arrive at Croydon too late to make certain Con 
connections, and return too early to make the o 
back trip in a day worth while for business men. | 
the hearing, it was stated on behalf of the L.M.S.! 
the improvement of Manchester—London air 
tions was already under consideration. This modern 
‘““ by-passing ’’ of Manchester is curious in that the city 
was on the first Government-aided air route in this country, 
inaugurated between London and Manchester on October 
22, 1922, by Daimler Hire Limited, and official! 
pended on April 1, 1924, with the formation of Imperial 
Airways Limited. It again had a direct link with London 
when Imperial Airways worked an experimental service, 
specially to give Continental connections to and from the 
North in 1930, and was served by the London—Scotland 
aircraft of Railway Air Services in 1934-35. 


Sus- 


* * * * 


When Steam Replaces Electricity 

What many Londoners nowadays might regard as a 
phenomenon in their areas—a steam suburban train— 
still passes at night through many districts of South Lon- 
don. Not once but several times nightly on some routes 
does the steam locomotive return to its task of old in order 
to convey late revellers, newspapermen, postal, market, 
and railway men, whose comings and goings in connection 
with their duties necessitate suburban travel in the small 
hours. Furthermore we know of enthusiastic memb« 
the Stephenson Locomotive Society who get out of bed on 
summer nights to get a glimpse of the otherwise long- 
lost delights of ‘‘ real local trains, not 


rs of 


tramcars! 
and who even go out of their way to make special journeys 
by them on the Southern Railway. The electric current 
is switched off for four hours or so; track overhaul work 
goes on; the multiple-unit trains are stabled for cleaning. 
Goods, milk, parcels, newspaper, and mail trains pass on 
the main lines, with similar shorter trips locally, all worked 
by the friendly locomotives. | What someone has called 
the ‘‘ ghost trains ’’ include the round trips from Waterloo 
by Kingston and Teddington, covering the Wimbledon 
and Richmond routes between 1 and 4.30 a.m.—all- 
stations steam passenger services on routes normally all- 
electric for local transport. Further east there are the 
very early morning trains to and from Orpington via 
Penge, the Catford Loop, and the main line. Others run 
between Bromley North and Charing Cross; Herne Hill, 
and Sutton via Wimbledon, and Tulse Hill; also the Mid- 
Kent (Addiscombe) and Dartford lines have a share ol 
something approaching an all-night steam service. 
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Strike Solution 

1938 the Chicago, North Shore and Milwaukee 
of the United States, famous for its high-speed 
n the western shores of Lake Michigan, including 

start-to-stop runs and dining car facilities over 
tban tramway, fell on evil times. Steadily 
ng traffics and unfulfilled hopes resulted in a loss 
ng which finally rose to between $23,000 and 
ionthly. To square the accounts a cut of 15 per 
vages and salaries was enforced in mid-August, 
ited in a strike which closed the line entirely, 
vith associated street tramways in North Chicago, 
n, and Milwaukee until the beginning of October. 
10 passengers, including 20,000 ‘‘ commuters,’’ 

daily using the C.N.S. & M. were thrown on 
jacent Milwaukee, and Chicago & North Western 
\ose trains had to be expanded by a total of 60 
coaches to absorb the influx. However, the resumption 
of North Shore traffic from October 2 has brought all 
traffic back to the high-speed tramway, and more, 
evidently it meets a public need. And the C.N.S. 
y agreement with its employees, has temporarily 
ts troubles by paying 15 per cent. of their salaries 
ges in scrip, redeemable in two years’ time. All 
tf have thus a definite incentive to seek, in every 
ssible, the prosperity of their line. This railway 
scribed in our Electric Traction Supplement of 

11, 1935, and the strike formed the subject of 
le on November 11 last. 
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* * 

Changes in the “ Verein ”’ 
Political changes on the Continent in the last year or 
ve brought corresponding changes in the organisa- 
the Central European Railway Association, or 
rem, as it is called for short. The Austrian Federal 
iys having disappeared as a separate administration 
wen absorbed in the Reichsbahn, their representation 


two 
tion 
the J 


Rail\ 


and 
has been continued in modified form, giving the new divi- 
sional managements an appropriate share in the com- 


mittee work. At the congress held at Dresden on Septem- 
ber 14 to 16, under the chairmanship of Dr. Marx, it 
was announced that negotiations were in progress with the 
Jugoslav and Italian State Railways and that those lines 
were expected to become members before long. This 
cannot fail to add considerably to the prestige and influence 
of the Verein, which, founded in 1847, has made notable 
contributions to railway progress in many directions. A 
congress is held at three-year intervals, and on the invita- 
tion of the Swedish State Railways the next one will be 
held in Stockholm. In addition to the German, Swiss, 
Dutch, and Scandinavian railways, the German Lufthansa, 
the Mitropa, and the Central European Travel & Tourist 
Bureau are also connected with the association, and, for 
certain matters only, the Greek, Polish, and Czechoslovak 
railways and many light railways. 
* * * * 
The Leadhills & Wanlockhead Light Railway 
As we recorded on page 1068 of our December 16 issue, 
owing to decreased traffic the L.M.S.R. is to close on 
Monday next the Leadhills & Wanlockhead light railway. 
[his branch, which connects at Elvanfoot with the Car- 
liske—Glasgow main line of the former Caledonian Rail- 
attains in its short length of 7} miles the greatest 
altitude—1,498 ft.—reached by a standard-gauge railway 
in Great Britain. It was opened on October 1, 1901, from 
Elvanfoot to Leadhills (53 miles) and thence to Wanlock- 
head (14 miles) on October 1, 1902, to serve a sparsely 
inhabited district, where lead and silver mining has been 
carried on with varying success for centuries, while gold 
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has also in the past been mined at Leadhills in sufficient 
quantities to make a profit. Leadhills has another dis- 
tinction in being the birthplace of William: Symington, 
the designer of the pioneer steamboat Charlotte Dundas. 
A special train was designed for the branch by Mr. J. F. 
M’Intosh, the C.M.E. of the Caledonian Railway, con- 
sisting of an 0-4-4 tank engine, which had 5-ft. coupled 
wheels and was equipped with cowcatchers, and two four- 
wheeled carriages fitted with triple footboards. With the 
closure of this line the distinction of being the highest 
standard-gauge railway in Britain will pass to another sec- 
tion of the L.M.S.R., the line from Perth to Inverness, 
which in the Druimuachdar Pass attains a height of 
1,484 ft. 

* * * * 
The Railway ‘Inventor ’’ 

Various schemes to improve railway operation in its 
many aspects have been projected, and a great’ number 
of them patented, since railways were first introduced. 
The inventive genius of engineers and others has wrought 
many invaluable changes in the design and equipment of 
locomotives, rolling stock, permanent way, signalling, and 
in numerous other directions, and to that the increased 
speed, comfort, and safety of modern railway travel must 
largely be attributed. The records of the Patent Office 
show, on the other hand, that many have set about the 
task of ‘‘ improving ’’ railway equipment without being 
themselves equipped with the knowledge necessary for the 
achievement of their object on a satisfactory or even a 
common-sense basis. Trains with rails fixed on the roofs 
and sloping down at each end to form contact with the 
running rails so that end-on or overtaking collisions 
between trains could be avoided by one train running 
over the top of another, were seriously put forward by 
one fortune seeker; another devised a means of coaling 
locomotive tenders and bunkers in the course of non-stop 
runs, and a third planned to avoid running through level 
crossing gates, should they be left closed against the train, 
by fitting the locomotives with an appliance which on 
making contact with electrically or otherwise controlled 
mechanism located some distance from the crossing would 
cause the gates to open to the track. Visions of 
wealth were no doubt built up by the originators of these 
schemes, only to be dashed to the ground when the “ in- 
ventions ’’ came, if ever they did, under the cold obser- 
vation of practical railway operators. 

* * * * 
Conversation Piece 

We recall only two occasions during the past year 
when strangers in our suburban train have addressed each 
other. Once was in a season of heavy floods; the second 
time it was the snow of Christmas week that occasioned 
one or two bursts of confidence, quickly regretted as they 
evidently were. Inured to hardship, the British daily 
traveller has ceased to find material for comment in the 
sight of gentlemen of club armchair build balancing them- 
selves upon a few spare inches of seat, and, as they unfold 
their papers, digging their elbows into the stomachs of 
the unfortunates on each side of them. But a new situa- 
tion arose when the violent sparking of our electric train 
on snowbound rails cast repeatedly upon our reasonably 
honest British faces a sinister light such as that in which 
our critics abroad sometimes represent us as being con- 
tinually bathed. One passenger, after some preliminary 
exclamations, remarked to his neighbour: ‘‘I know a 
man who’s sailing for Tunis tomorrow.’’ ‘‘ Ah,’’ said 
his neighbour, with the quick grasp of essential fact in 
unusual circumstances that is the hallmark of a pioneering 
people, ‘‘ I expect he’ll find it warmer there.’’ The 
matter was then allowed to drop. 





THE RAILWAY GAZETTE 


Retrospect of 1938 


ORMAL British railway developments during 1938 have 
been largely overshadowed by the serious and per- 
sistent decline in receipts, and the companies’ recent repre- 
sentations to the Government for the grant of equality 
with road transport in the matter of the statutory regula- 
tion of charges. The trade recession which has been 
manifest throughout the year completely falsified the hopes 
entertained in the early spring (before the Budget) that 
trade and industry would continue the upward trend which 
was so noticeable during 1937. The adverse effect on the 
railways of the slackening of trade was aggravated by 
the necessity for constantly reducing the level of railway 
rates for merchandise traffic in an attempt to meet the 
uNnec competition of certain road hauliers; and as 
the result, there was a decrease in the estimated railway 
traffic receipts during the 50 weeks of no than 
£6,763,000, or 4:27 per cent., compared with the corre- 
sponding period of 1937. Of this heavy loss, passenge1 
trains receipts accounted for £287,000, merchandise 
receipts for £5,049,500, and coal and_ coke for 
£1,426,500. Concurrently, operating expenses showed a 
substantial increase owing to rises in the price of coal, 
stores and wages consequent upon the restoration of forme 
age levels and conditions of service operating through- 
out the year as compared with the last five months only 
of 1937. So far as the companies’ appeal to the Govern- 
ment is concerned, the pressure of uneconomic road haul 
ige rates on the railway rates structure caused such serious 
reactions that the railways represented to the Minister of 
lransport that their future would be imperilled unless 
legislation could be enacted to cancel the statutory control 
of railway rates for the conveyance of merchandise, and 
their obligations as to publication and undue preference, 
in order to place them on an equality with road hauliers. 
his request was supported by an energetic press cam- 
paign, as the result of which the justice of the companies’ 
claims was widely recognised. After two interviews with 
he railway companies the Minister announced that he had 
decided to refer the matter to the Transport Advisory 
Council for recommendation, but, at the moment, an 
early decision seems improbable. 
Quite apart from these developments, the year has been 
an eventful one. Steady progress has been made in the 
eneral acceleration of passenger and freight trains services, 
while in July the L.N.E.R. arranged a test run with the 
Coronation train, weighing 240 tons, hauled by the stream- 
lined 4-6-2 locomotive Mallard, which averaged 120-4 
m.p.h. for five miles and actually reached 125 m.p.h. 
at one point, thus just beating the best previous world 
record for a steam-hauled train. To facilitate fast run 
ning, a number of improvements were effected on all lines, 
among them being the re-alignment of the junction at 
Stafford, L.M.S.R., while installations of colour-light 
nalling were extended, notably between Clapton and 
Chingford, and between Shenfield and Chelmsford and 
Southend on the L.N.E.R. line, and between Victoria and 
Clapham Junction on the Southern Railway; the signal 
ling arrangements were completely modernised at Paragon 
station, Hull, L.N.E.R. The latter company also decided 
to instal experimentally an inductive system of A.T.C. 
on the main line between Edinburgh and Glasgow, and 
a similar system was brought into use on the Southend 
line of the L.M.S.R. New buffet cars were built for the 
Southern Railway for its electrified services, and new trains 
were constructed at the L.N.E.R. Doncaster works for 
the Flying Scotsman and the Hook Continental. Many 
minor improvements in upholstery, seating accommodation 
and general design of passenger carriages were effected, 
and particular attention given to the extension of buffet 
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car services. Electrification was further develo; by the 
introduction by the L.N.E.R. of the first public electrj 
trains on the Newcastle—South Shields line, ile. the 
L.M.S.R. and the Mersey Railway inaugurated 
joint electrified service over the Wirral lines fr 
pool to New Brighton and West Kirby. The 
Railway opened in May the first section of its elec- 
trified line from Motspur Park to Chessington and Leathe; 
head, and this was followed in June by the fo 

of the main-line electrification programme wher 

vice to Arundel, Littlehampton, and Bognor Rk 

was opened. Considerable progress was mad th the 
reconstruction of stations, chief among them b 
biton, and Richmond, Southern Railway, and Li 
station, L.M.S.R. and L.N.E.R., where new 
were provided for passengers; and also King’s Ci 
station. The Empire Exhibition at Glasgow 
millions of visitors and provided an unrivalled op, 
for publicity which the railways were not slow t 
their pavilion with its model railway being one of 
places of the exhibition. 

On the commercial side, the agreed charge prin 
further extended and at the close of the year 
such charges had been arranged and sanctioned by tl 
Railway Rates Tribunal; and the L.M.S.R. and L.N.E.R. 
companies had also secured assent to the experimental 
introduction of flat rates for the conveyance 
chandise, in classes 7 to 20 of the classification, 
Glasgow and certain Scottish stations. The bulk « 
of liquids by railway was extended by the const 
of demountable tanks, carried on a railway chassis 
many additional containers were put into service. 
was a substantial increase in the number of consigum¢ 
carried under the registered transit arrangements and 
railways’ cash-on-delivery service. Railway interests it 
road haulage was steadily extended through the instru 
mentality of Carter Paterson & Co. Ltd. and Picktords 
Limited. A steady programme of improvement 
carried out at railway hotels, refreshment and 
rooms. Many sites on railway property were devel 
for shops, and in August the L.M.S.R. and Thos. ‘ 

Son Ltd. formed British Holiday Estates Limited 
capital of £250,000 for the purpose of developin 

camp centres in Great Britain. The Railway 
Tribunal again reported that the railways being 
managed with efficiency and economy, and later in th 
vear, reviewing the operation of the Railway Freight 
Rebates scheme, decided that, owing to the decline in 
traffics, the rebates on certain agricultural traffics and on 
export coal should be increased slightly. Towards t 
of the year it was announced that the main-line com 
panies, supported by the L.P.T.B., would apply to th 
tribunal in due course for authority to increase passengel 
fares in the London Transport area by 5 per cent. 01 
thereabouts. On the legal side the companies decided 
that they would no longer seek to limit their lability at 
common law in respect of injury, fatal or otherwise, 
caused to passengers holding cheap tickets, when travelling 
ii the companies’ trains or whilst in the act of ente! 
or alighting from such trains. 

In March the Transport Advisory Council report on 
Currency of Licences was published, and the third annual 
reports of the licensing authorities expressed grave con- 
cern at the continued falsification of records and breaches 
of drivers’ hours regulations which were being perpetrated 
generally by road hauliers. The Cadman Committee 
issued its report on air services, in which it was remarked, 
inter alia, that the railway companies were making a 
useful contribution to civil aviation developments. This 
was followed in August by the announcement that the 
air services formerly operated by Railway Air Services 
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behalf of the G.W.R. and S.R. Companies 
merged with those of Channel Air Ferries 
id Olley Air Services and operated under the 
tit ‘reat Western & Southern Air Lines Limited. 
The 1 uulway unions formulated claims for improve- 
a" ites of pay and conditions of service, and, after 
rough the various preliminary stages, their case 
n ting to be heard by the Railway Staff National 
lrib In September the international threw 
ponsibilities on the railways in connection with 

ent of naval, military, and air force personnel 

nd ment, while heavy tonnages of foodstuffs were 
anticipation of evacuation from cities becom- 

uy. Train services and rolling stock were also 

to facilitate the immediate operation of such 

. d air raid protection measures rapidly speeded 
uughout the year additional combined publicity 

ere evolved to the mutual advantage of all com- 

nd much ingenuity was exercised in planning 
ttrac railway excursions. It can now fairly be 
th on the operating and commercial sides, that 
the « panies are In a position to deal with a vastly 
| traffic and handle it more expeditiously than eve1 


crisis 


Station Lights of London 


|! is well known that the unaided human eye is an un 
le instrument for measuring the intensity of light. 

| i extent it is influenced by prejudices stored in 
the in brain, and when called upon to gauge the 
iiimination at London railway terminals, it 
oes t re idily forget that for most of their existence 
tablishments have been coupled in literature and 
with such adjectives as “‘ murky,’’ ‘‘ gloomy,” 

Just as the brain whispers its suggestions 
\ does the eye occasionally hoodwink the 
\ commissionnaire accustomed to spending his 
1© foyer of a super cinema, might consider a 
station concourse about as cheerful as a prison exercise 
ud on a December night. An Eskimo transplanted to 
spot straight from the twenty-four hours of dark- 
are his lot in winter, would conceivably find it 
; iant as a transformation scene in pantomime. To 
those who have read their ‘‘ square deal ’’ literature with 
e minds, every station lamp must seem to burn 

a noble indignation. A member of a society 
10 romoting more intensive utilisation of our neglected 
é s might observe only the darkest shadows, seeing 

( n imagination dispelled by the fierce glare of torches 
icked member of the administration is escorted by 
porters to his first class carriage, stepping as 


lingy.”’ 


eve, so 


nes il 


bi with 


l robbe1 baron. 


DI tS 


‘atient investigation of London stations after sunset now 
us to reveal that some are brighter lit than 

It might be thought that stations with a high 

tion of electric services would have a big advan- 


ver those where steam locomotives breathe in large 
rs upon the protesting air. Thus it is all the more 
table that Paddington should come up for judgment 
t place along with Waterloo and the Brighton side 
oria. Paddington and Victoria are helped by their 
Both, in addition to large and well-lit concourses 
head of the platforms, extend the effect down one 
their premises. The main departure platform at 
Paddington is a miniature shopping street, beginning with 
Post Office and ending with a snack bar. Victoria has 
ws-reel cinema situated well along one of its lateral 
iers. Waterloo must confine all its gaieties to its con- 

e, but seeing that the area available extends along 


Sra 


ot 


RAILWAY 





GAZETTE 113] 









the top of twenty-one platforms there is plenty of scope 
for making it attractive. In addition to the ordinary 
station lighting at Waterloo, we noticed the timetables dis- 
played on sloping stands in the middle of the concourse 
instead of being tucked away in an obscure corner, and 
with internal illumination to give even legibility over the 
whole sheet. We watched the brightly-lit advertisements 
of Southern resorts rising one by one to fill a frame faintly 
reminiscent of the stage of a seaside Punch and Judy show; 
and we lingered with (we hope) intelligent interest betore 
the relief maps of the system, admiring the concealed 
strip lighting with which they are provided. Even after 
handicapping it for its unfair advaitage over Paddington 
in having a news-reel cinema, Waterloo remains the more 
agreeable although the actual 
intensity of light at a given spot on the Paddington Lawn 


concourse in our opinion, 


may be greater. 

Among the northern termini, 
barely having a concourse at all, or rather one so narrow, 
and so infested with mail vans after dark, that it is dan- 
gerous to linger. The main departure platform 
cheerfully enough with the lights of the inquiry office, 
tea room, bookstalls, and erill room. However, by the 
time the visitor reached the general waiting room, 
which a notice non-committally declares to be ‘* available 
at the north end of the platform,’’ a somewhat more 
sombre note has been struck. Euston, particularly the 
arrival side, has a traditional blackness that is worth seeing 
before it 1s dispelled for ever by the building of the new 
station, to become a murky legend to terrify our grand 
children. The interior of St. Pancras is too far removed 
from cheerfulness even on a summer afternoon to be an 
attractive subject for discussion when its lamps are strug 
against the acres of blackness trapped under the 
enormous roof. But why particularise further? If a 
station concourse has shops, a cinema, or other attractions 
inducing people to linger there, it becomes a cheerful place 
automatically. But if it is just a space between the book 
ing office and the ticket barriers, travellers do not 
ask more than properly illuminated timetables and platform 
numbers so that they can find their way out of it as 
easily as possible 


King’s Cross is curious in 
begins 


has 


cling 


most 


Preheated Electric Welds 


T is generally recognised that one of the greatest difficul- 
ties to be overcome in fabrication of structures with 
welded joints is the adverse effects of the local heating 
These may reveal themselves in the form of dis 
tortion of the job as a whole, or in molecular 
in the structure of the metal whereby its physical qualities 
are adversely affected. To surmount this difficulty, a 
method has been developed in America whereby the metal 
is preheated to what is regarded as the best temperature 
to maintain a particular grain structure and to anneal 
the joint. The preheating is effected by arranging 
hysteresis coils on each side of the weld and passing an 
alternating current of normal frequency through them, 
the strength of the current being determined by the nature 
of the material being welded. After the weld is finished 
the coils may remain in circuit for as long as required 
without attention. It is claimed that by the use of this 
method the physical properties of the weld are improved, 
especially when modern alloy steels such as those employed 
in high-pressure steam piping and similar work are being 
welded. Further, this method of generating heat is 
economical, and less heat is required to complete the weld 
owing to the temperature of the adjacent material having 
already been raised. 


changes 
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December >). 1938 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


(The Editor is not responsible for the opinions of correspondents) 


Improved Approach to Weymouth Quay 


10, Brandon Villas, 
Park Street, Bristol 1 
December 14 
To tHE Eprror oF THE RAILWay GAZETTE 
Sir,—The works at present in progress on the Weymouth 

tramway (described in your issue of November 4) will remove 
what I believe is the sharpest curve in this country regularly 
traversed by passenger trains, t.e., 223 ft. radius. As an 
historical curiosity the tramway is of interest in that the 
L.S.W.R. Company apparently never worked traffic over the 
line, and the narrow-gauge rails were redundant in mixed- 
gauge days. According to my records the line was worked 
only by horses up to about 1885. 

Yours faithfully, 


Cc. R. CLINKER 


Reduction in French Train Services 
Mary's 


56, St Mansions, W.2 
December 4 
THE Rattway GAZETTE 
‘* Reduction in French Train Ser- 
(page 702 of your October 21) the notes 
Northern Region Paris and Lille services are not 
rhird class passengers were already being 
conveyed on the 13.12 (now 13.10) from Paris and the 
13.20 from Lille, and although they are now admitted to the 
17.05 (previously 17.20) from Paris, there was previously 
in express service, open to third class, at 17.10 as far as 
Arras (for Dunkerque). Incidentally, a slight slowing, on this 
of the 13.45 from Lille (No. 328), now due at Paris at 
17.39 instead of 17.35, has caused the Golden Arrow arrival 
to be put back from 17.40 to 17.44 and it is now 6 min. 
slower, from Calais to Paris, than the 12.15 in the opposite 
direction. It may be added that the second class Pullmans 
have been withdrawn from the latter service. 


To tHE EDIToR oO} 
Sirr,—In the article on 
vices ”’ issue of 


on the 
quite correct 


Service 


Of the Riviera railcar services, the only long-dis 
remaining are the morning and evening ones bet 
and Marseilles (6.55 and 17.45 from Nice and 6.47 
trom Marseilles) and one Nice and Toulon trip (8.55 
and 10.20 from Toulon). The Marseilles—Toulon—D 
trips have vanished, and the 15.40 Nice—Toulon « 
last summer, a steam train at 15.00. The suppk it pay- 
able by third class passengers using the fast rai) ars has 
been very slightly increased, and the 6.55 from Nice and 
21.15 from Marseilles (though worked by the usua 
3ugatti car) are still advertised ‘‘ First and Se 
course, without supplement), as their primary pur 
connect with the Marseilles—Paris 9-hr. 10-min. ti 
and second, but now without supplement) which rey 
Aerodynamique last summer. The special reduced 
trains between Toulon and Marseilles are retained 

Yours faithfully, 
R. FE. CHARI 


© trips 
n Nice 
1 21.15 
m Nice 
ulgnan 
ecame 


e-class 


Timetables 


587, Fifth Avenue, 
New York City 
Noven 
To THE Eprror oF THE RatILway Gazett! 
Referring to Mr. Thompson’s letter in your 
may I say that the distance betw 
Washington via 30th Street, Philadel 
224-7 miles. Only last Sunday I travelled from W 
to New York on the Congressional which has tl 
35 min. schedule. Streamlined G.G.1 class electric 
tive No. 4848 hauling 14 steel cars (1070 Ameri 

made the run in 205 min. 35 sec. excluding stops 
there was not a signal check throughout the jou: 

the train was on time or early all the way. 

Yours faithfully, 
ERIC L. CRI 


SIR, 
November 4, 
York and 








PUBLICATIONS RECEIVED 


London Midland & Scottish Rail- 
way Centenary. Reprinted from the 
London Midland & Scottish Railway 
Number of The Times, Sep- 
1938. London: The Times 
Publishing Co. Ltd., Printing House 
Square loin Glin 199 pp. Illus- 
trated Price 3s. 6d. net In connec 
tion with the centenary celebrations of 


Railway ‘‘ the 
length ”’ 
London.”’ 
Centenar\ 
tember 20 


history of the 


describes the 


first 
and ‘‘ the 

In the first part of this book, 
to which Lord Stamp, the Chairman of 
the L.M.S.R., has contributed an intro- 
duction, the story is told briefly of the 
London & 
line during its first 
modern 


100 vears. 


way in 1913, to the latest insta 
on the Berlin city and suburb 
Reference is also made to wor 
abroad, in Argentina, Norwa\ 

Switzerland, Brazil, Portugue 

Africa, and elsewhere; and to 
devices such as axle counters a 
distance point controls. 


railway of any 
first railway in 


Birmingham Industrial Heating Equipment. 
Part II We have received from the S« Gas 
working of the and Engineering Co. Ltd., of Selas 


the London & Birmingham Railway, 
The Tim produced ;a 28-page supple- 
ment to its issue of September 20 last, 
and this we reviewed at some length on 
page 514 of our issue of September 23 
The text has now been reproduced in 
handsome and substantial form as a 
red cloth-covered bound volume by The 
limes Publishing Co. Ltd., and thus is 
available in a more permanent form than 
is possible with a publication the size 
ofa newspaper. When we reviewed the 
original Centenary Number, we found it 
necessary to point out that the historical 
references were not invariably accurate, 
and therefore it is with pleasure that we 
can now that the volume has 
been amended in a number of minor 
No longer, for example, does 
it describe the London & Birmingham 


record 


respects. 


L.M.S.R. system ; and Part III includes 
articles on some of the chief holiday 
districts served by the railway company, 
written by writers who know and love 
the localities 


25-Jahre selbsttatiger Strecken- 
und Bahnhofsblock. (25 Years of 
Automatic Signalling Progress). Berlin- 
Siemensstadt: Publication No. 303, 
Vereinigte Eisenbahn-Signalwerke. 7 
pages. 8} in. 11? in. 19 half-tone 
illustrations. — This neatly - produced 
booklet gives a short but informative 
review of the progress made with 
various forms of automatic signalling 
equipment produced by the well-known 
VES works during the last 25 vears, 
from the first automatic a.c. signalling 
section on the Hamburg Elevated Rail- 


Works, City Road, Manchester, a series 
of new sheets for binding in the 
pany’s loose-leaf catalogue of in 

heating equipment. Two of then 

to gas-fired furnaces, one of whic! 
crucible type for laboratory test 

as melting metal samples, and thi 
a low-temperature salt bath furnace tor 
temperatures up to 600 es \nother 
page describes the 


istrial 


relate 
ther 


Selas gas-h ated 
laboratory sand bath, a piece of equip- 
ment with many applications ork 
where a steady rate of heating—w thout 
the sudden rise of temperature 0cca- 
sioned by direct flames—is required 
The company sends details of a 
new type of oil fuel burner with arrange- 
ments for varying the flame shape, 
size, and intensity without disma tling 
the burner or changing parts. 


also 
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THE SCRAP HEAP 


\ CHILLY WISH 
nembers of the Stock Ex- 
the following telegram on 
22 to Mr. Robert Holland- 
Chairman of the Southern 
mpany, at his home :— 
ype all your pipes are burst 
eason-ticket holders of the 
ck Exchange.’’ 
Mr. Holland-Martin promptly 
the following telegram :— 
frozen season-ticket holders 
Stock Exchange—I 
Jack Frost antici- 
chilly wish and burst my 
re he froze your trains. 
Bears should enjoy the snow 
warmer when spring 


ondon 
1 you. 


PTOW 


was posted up in the 


* * * 


William Howard Taft, 
law reporter, finished 
1 case in Somerville, Ohio, 
ered that he could not get 
is office unless he could stop 
express. He wired division 
ters: ‘‘ Will you stop through 
t Somerville to take on large 
Promptly came back the 
Yes.”’ When the train 
the conductor said Mr. 
Where’s the ‘arge we 
take on? Mr. re 
s own comfortable rue 
d laughed. I’m he 


ht 


oung 


to 
party 
Taft 

bulk 
it,” 


pping aboard the train.—From 


wistian 


Science Monitor.’’ 
+ * * 


WITH THE WIND 
the departure of the last train 
denhead, Great Western Rail- 
October 28, 1838, eight 
placed opposite the 
preparatory to their 
spatched by the early train 
rning. During the night there 
le of more than ordinary force, 
n the servants of the company 
duty the next morning only 
the carriages could be found 
tation; the wind in its frolic 
night had propelled the 


GONI 


were 


offices, 


the 


Right : Reproduction of a brightly- 
ured print which recently came 
into the possession of George Cohen, 


colo 


Son 
the 


{moskeag 
chester. 
ont 1856.”’ 


1 og 


s & Co. Ltd. The wording on 
plate of the locomotive reads : 
Mang. Co. Man- 
N.H.,. C. W. Baldwin 
\.H. is, of course, 
Vew Hampshire 


first four carriages along the rails to 
wards London. Men were instantly 
sent down the line to see that no ob- 
struction had occurred, and on their 
arrival at Slough they discovered two 
of the carriages. The other two 
carriages were found to have stopped 
at Wormwood Scrubs, nearly 20 miles 
from Maidenhead. 
* * * 

THE 


ON READING RAILWAY 


RATES BOOK 


REFLECTIONS 


I have just been browsing in it. 
Barring the works of Lewis Carroll or 
Stephen Leacock, there can be few 
containing many delightful 
absurdities. 

You might think, for instance, that 
wanted to send fish from 
London would just weigh 
the fish up, and pay so much per ton 
for carriage. Nota bit of it! He must 
first separate his periwinkles from his 
oysters (for they classified in dif 
ferent rates classes), and if he wishes 
to send crabs, they go in another class 


books so 


a man who 
Grimsby to 


are 


again. 

‘Sausage meat has one rate, sausage 
skins another, and the assembled 
sausage vet a third. Catsmeat (cooked) 
does not cost the same to send 
catsmeat (uncooked); golf bags made 
of canvas with leather fittings are in 
a different class from leather golf bags. 
If anybody sends off some hair, the 
rates charged vary according to the 
use to which it will be put—for bed 
ding, head-dressing, plasterers’ use or 
remanufacture. You cannot send can 
vas floats for fishing nets at the same 
rate as glass floats for fishing nets, al 
though a mysterious footnote suggests 
that there is a special rate for bottles. 

‘‘ The difficulties of sending fruit by 
train run into nearly two closely- 
printed pages of this rates book. There 
are eleven different rates for marble 
(according to how it has been cut— 
into washstand tops or statues), and 
one more for ‘ Marbles, children’s.’ 

‘“ The least fortunate man of: all 
to be the fellow who wants to 
send a bath by train. There is a whole 
column of minute instructions about 


as 


seems 


Weare 
fateserce 


a4 


“SERVICE” 


Sketch from the Christmas and New 
Year greeting card of the G.W.R. Hotels 
and Catering Department 


how he must pack his bath, stipulating 

the exact size and thickness of every 

plank in the case, and the exact length 

of every strap around it.’’—From the 
Evening Standard.’’ 


a * x 


Mr. R. L. Cooke, Assistant Traffic 
Manager of the Egyptian State Rail- 
ways, writes to us as follows:— 

In Mr. G. W. Murray’s book ‘‘ Sons 
of Ishmael ’’ (Routledge) on page 171, 
under the title of ‘‘ Rites and Cere- 
monies,’’ the following appears :— 

‘“ Should a woman be in an interest- 
ing condition she will creep under the 
body of a strong camel, believing that 
the act of passing between the fore 
and hind legs will endow her child 
with the strength of the animal.’’— 
(Nile Tributaries of Abyssinia 274). 

That the foregoing is right is con- 
firmed by a story which the late Mr. 
G. H. Morgan, an old colleague of 
mine in the survey, used to tell of 
the arrival of the first train at Girga 
in Upper Egypt. The occupants, who 
remained in the train all night, were 
unable to sleep, owing to the incessant 
row made by the fellahin women 
creeping all night under the engine. 


> <¥Bee2 isha) , 
> . ih. 
Fhe pa re 04 ge 











































































THE RAILWAY GAZETTE 


OVERSEAS RAILWAY. AFFAIRS 


(From our special correspondents 
I I 


INDIA 


Proposed Railway from Jammu to 


Malpur (Akhnoor) in Kashmir 
As a result of survey and estimate 
for the construction of a new line from 


existing terminus of a 
north-eastern branch of the North 
Western Railway, to Akhnoor, a village 
in Kashmir on the left bank of the 
River Che the Kashmir Govern- 
has addressed the Crown Repre- 
Political Department, 
India, with the request 


Jammu, the 


nab, 
ment 
ntative 


Government ol 


that the construction may be taken in 
hand and the line completed within 
the next twelve months The railway, 
ne 20 odd miles long, entirely in 
Kashmir territory, will be i single 
track of 5 ft. 6 in. gauge It will be 
onstructed and worked by the N.W.R. 
in extension of its. branch, which, 
ing off from the main trunk line to 
Frontier at Wazirabad, 


the North-West 
S it Jammu 
is planned to take the lin 


Originally, it 
to Akhnoor 


terminate 


it an estimated cost of Rs. 25,62,000; 
it ubsequently it has been decided 
to divert it to Malpur, lower down the 
river, and the figure has been 
reduced to me Rs. 22 lakhs 
The main engineering feature of the 
line will be the crossing of the River 
Tawi 390 ft beyond the existing 
Jammu terminu Che river is at pre 
panned at this point by the 
Maharajah Hari Singh road bridge, con 
isting of six spans of 150 ft. Che 
piers of this bridge, built in 1888, are 
lieved to have been designed to carry 


railway; but, the bridge was finished 

n iron suspension road bridge. In 
1931 the superstructure was rebuilt 
through type rigid truss girder 
rrving the roadway between 

t main girders and two footways, 
ne cantilevered out on each side 
[he present superstructure was fabri 
ited id erected b sraithwaite & 
Co. (India) Ltd Phe new railway will 
be taken across the bridge on the same 
des is the road, as the main girders 
ire already up to BL standard of rail 
wav loading, and all that will be neces 
sary will be to repla e the existing floor 
system [his work will probably be 
irried out by the N.W.R., and road 
traffic will be diverted to a_ bridge of 
boats during the reconstruction. Ulti 
mately road and rail traffic will be 


Ove! the bridge 


fashion 


pe rmanent 


SOUTH AFRICA 


Double Line to Pretoria 


With the completion of the Ger 
miston—Elandsfontein electrification on 
December 4, when connection with the 
main line will be established, ther 
will be a double electric trac k between 
Johannesburg and Pretoria Shortly 
after this section is connected, a new 


station will be opened at the point 
where the track crosses the Boksburg 

Germiston boundary. The _ old 
single line between Germiston and 
Elandsfontein is to be abolished. The 
scheme will greatly facilitate the ser- 
vice between Johannesburg and Pre- 
toria, especially during the forthcom- 
ing Voortrekker celebrations in Pretoria 
when very heavy traffic is 
anticipated. 


passenger 


Plan to Aid Motorists 


A plan to aid Reef motorists and to 
relieve traffic congestion in Johannes 
burg city is being tried out by the 
administration. For a nominal fee, a 
motorist may leave his car at Benoni 
station and travel to Johannesburg by 
train. If he is on a shopping ex 
pedition he may have his parcels sent 
by train to Benoni for collection on 
his return. If the scheme _ proves 
popular with the public, it may be 
extended to Germiston and other Reef 
towns. 


New Floating Dock for Durban 

A new floating dock for Durban 
harbour has arrived at that port. The 
deck was built by the Furness Ship 
building Company and is of the box 
type, 350 ft. long, 88 ft. wide, with a 
lear width between fenders of 64 ft 
the height of the side walls above outer 
edge of pontoon being 27 ft. Its lifting 
capacity is 4,000 tons dead weight, en- 
ibling it to lift vessels of 9,000 to 
10,000 displacement and 17-ft. draught 
in 80 minutes. The equipment com 
prises four 50-h.p vertical-spindle 
centrifugal pumps for raising the dock, 
and all the necessary machinery for 
ship repair work such as a 100-h.p. 
electrically-driven air compressor for 
operating pneumatic riveters, ham 
and drills, electric welding and 
plant, fire and  wash-down 
pumps, a 5-ton electric travelling 
portal crane running the whole length 
starboard wall, four electric 
warpilg capstans, and a complete 
floodlighting installation for urgent 
night repair work 


met 
cutting 


of the 


SWITZERLAND 


Federal Railways 1939 Budget 
Strict economy is again the keynote 
f the Federal Railways budget, which 
was recently submitted to Parliament, 
and many works which are of a com- 
paratively urgent nature cannot be 
undertaken for the time being. The 
general provisions are as follow :— 
Construction Account: fr. 24,841,900 expen- 
diture. 
lrattic working : 
Receipts, fr. 310 million, or 4-2 per cent, 
less than in 1937. 
Expenditure, fr. 233,429,000, taking into 
account salary reductions amounting to 
fr. 12,635,000, 


Profit and loss account: fr. 37-7 million 


cle ficit, 












December 20. 1938 


The principal new items the con- 
struction budget are the doubling of 
two sections of the Gotthard route, and 


electrification of the metre-gaue Briinis 
g 


line, which was the subject of «n article 
in the June 17 issue of Tui AILWAY 
GAZETTE. These works wil nly be 
carried out if subsidies are ted by 
the Government out of Is for 
measures to relieve unemplo\ t, and 


this question is now pending 
such assistance not be forth« 
the two schemes be shelved 
sponding reduction in expendit 
amount to fr. 1,393,000. 


Should 
g and 
corre- 
w< uld 


Other new works provided in the 
budget include track alterati at the 
southern end of Chiasso stati in con- 
nection with the change fri single- 


phase to 3,000-V.d.c. traction on the 
Italian State Railways line 
reopening of the Seebach-K 
necting line 


Milan ; 
con- 
referred to in our Decem 


ber 16 issue, in connection with th 
Swiss National Exhibition—Eb. R.G 

reconstruction and _ strengtl o of 
bridges, block equipment on additional 
sections, numerous station improve 


ments, and items of minor importance. 


Rolling-stock to be ordered comprises 
16 electric motorcoaches for the Briinig 
line; 4 2-D-1 electric locomotives, 
intended to be used on the Gotthard 
route as two twin-unit engines under 
control of one driver; 3 electric shunt- 
ing engines and 6 light electric tractors ; 


40 passenger coaches ; 150) goods 


wagons ; and several vans and service 
vehicles, the total expenditure being 
fr. 9,857,000. 

By the end of 1939, the Tlederal 


rolling-stock will consist of 502 electric 


and 368 steam locomotives, 63 electric 
and diesel motorcoaches, railcars, and 
permanently-coupled sets, 147 light 
tractors, 3,519 coaches standard- 


gauge), 658 vans, and 15,629 wagons. 


CHINA 


Evacuation of Rolling Stock 
at Hankow 
A very heavy air raid was carried 
out” at Hankow on October 22 
by 36 Japanese bombers, the only ob- 
jectives of which were the two railway 
stations of the Canton—Hankow Rail- 
way at Wuchang-Hsuchiapan, and of 
the Peiping—Hankow- Railway at 
Hankow-Kiangan. Most of the 
seemed to be aimed at the provisional 
ferry service and loading tracks on 
both sides of the Yangtze, over which 


bombs 


the Chinese have moved during the 
last week or two, in day and night 
shifts, considerable railway material, 
especially rolling stock and__loco- 


motives, from the Hankow side to the 
Wuchang side; from there everything 1s 
being transported into the interior. 
This work was begun as soon as the 
Peiping—Hankow Railway was cut by 
the Japanese troops at Sinyang, 217 
km. to the north of Hankow, on Octo- 
ber 12, while already on October 8 
a Japanese cavalry unit had cut the 
same railway line at Liuling, some 29 
km. south of Sinyang. 
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A Pictorial Retrospect of 1938 





Display of banners and posters at Waterloo, Southern Railway, in connection with the railways’ 
‘* square deal” campaign, launched in November. Similar notices have been exhibited at stations 
throughout the country 


inf 





AILWAYS ASK FOR#® 


ABE DEAL NOW 


THE RAILWAYS ASK FOR 


A SQUARE DEAL NOW 


— = 
Mire gtiny 


The “ square deal” streamers at Paddington station, G.W.R. The left-hand view shows the main approach road, 
and the right-hand picture a corner of the circulating area 
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Reinforced concrete station buildings, approach awning, and footbridge at Hoylake station, Wirral Section, L.M.S.R., 
modernised for the inauguration on March 14 of electric services 


c 


Platforms, with reinforced con- 
crete roofing, opened to traffic 
at the new Uxbridge station. 
London Transport, on Decem- 
ber 4. When complete, the 
station buildings will provide 
an arcade approach with accom- 
modation for shops and business 
premises. Facilities are being 
provided for ready exchange be- 
tween the road and rail services 


of the board 


First four bays of platform roofing under erection at Kalka station, North-Western Railway (India) ; there are seven 
rows of all-welded purlins of ingenious design 
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new frontage of Surbiton station, Southern Railway, is characteristic of the architectural style now favoured by 
the company in the numerous reconstruction schemes at present in hand 
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Malden Manor, on the Motspur Park-Tolworth branch of the Southern Railway, opened on 
May 29. The platform awnings are of Chisare reinforced concrete, and the lighting arrange- 
ments are novel and effective 
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One of 16 Beyer—Garratts of the 4-8-2 +- 2-8-4 type built this year for the South African Railways by Beyer, Peacock 
& Co. Lid. These engines are the most powerful articulated locomotives so far built for service on 60-lb. rail 





One of eight 4-8-0 mixed-traffic locomotives built for the Buenos Ayres Great Southern Railway by the 
Vulcan Foundry Limited 
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One of the new “ G” class 3-ft. 6-in. gauge Pacifics completed this year in the Dunedin workshops of the New 
Zealand Government Railways 
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Streamlined and non-streamlined versions of the new “ Duchess” series of L.M.S.R. Pacifics, introduced this year and 
based upon the “ Princess Coronation” engines of 1937 





Southern Railway “ Lord Nelson” class 4-6-0 locomotive 

No. 863, “ Lord Rodney,” fitted with multiple-jet blast- 

pipe and large-diameter chimney. The efficiency of this 

locomotive has been notably improved by this front-end 
modification 
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On July 3 the Southern Railway introduced electric services from Victoria to Littlehampton, Bognor, and Portsmouth, 
and along the coast from Worthing to Portsmouth. The illustration shows a train from London via Horsham joining 
the coast line at Arundel junction 


Right: Noise - absorbing 
pads of sound-deadening 
material, held in position 
against the tunnel walls 
by perforated asbestos 
sheeting, have been in- 
stalled on the Northern 
Line of London Transport 
between Camden Town 
and Golders Green 


New tube rolling stock with improved seating capacity, accelerative and braking powers, delivered to London Transport 
during the year 
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One of the new all-steel electric trains placed in service by the L.M.S.R. on the Wirral Section when it was 
electrified on March 14 





Reconditioned electric train for the Newcastle-South Shields service of the L.N.E.R. This line was opened to electric 
traction on March 14, and is operated with rebuilt stock formerly at work on the North Tyneside lines 





THE RAILWAY GAZETTE December 


One of the 92 C.P.R. lorries bought last year for the new Montreal 
collection-and-delivery freight service 





Road trailers for conveyance of edible oils loaded on to special wagon for transport by rail. Eight of these wagons were 
built by the L.M.S.R. during the year. The trailers, constructed by R. A. Dyson & Co. Ltd., have special equipment 
for maintaining the oils at a constant temperature 
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Standard 52-seater diesel-hydraulic railcar used on main lines of the New Zealand Government 
Railways, and designed and built by the administration. It is equipped with a Leyland 
engine on each bogie 
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L.M.S.R. 750-b.h.p. Leyland diesel-hydraulic train placed in service between Oxford and Cambridge on September 12 
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Trent Valley junction, Stafford, L.M.S.R., relaid during the year with two-level 

chairs and improved alignment, enabling the speed limit on the London-Crewe main 

line to be raised from 30 m.p.h. to 55 m.p.h. The Birmingham lines are on the 
extreme left 

















Portable 400-b.h.p. diesel-electric generating set and air-compressor set for flash-butt rail welding plant, put into service 
this year by London Transport 
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Receiver on locomotive (left) and permanent magnet inductor on track (right) for the inductive A.T.C. system installed 


at 112 distant signal locations on the L.M.S.R. Southend line 


nl 
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The 79-lever all-electric locking frame recently installed at Madura, Junction indicator adopted 
an important four-way junction on the metre-gauge system of the for colour-light signals on 
South Indian Railway the L.N.E.R. 
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Train of new stock for the L.N.E.R. Hook Continental service at Parkeston Quay on a trial trip 


Ex-G.N.R. locomotive No. 1 hauling a train of six-wheel stock as used in the Flying Scotsman of 1888, on a 
special run staged on June 30 to afford a comparison with the new Flying Scotsman of 1938 
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Buffet car in the new L.N.E.R. Flying Scotsman trains placed in 
service on July 4. For the first time on a British express, alternative 
buffet or full restaurant car facilities were thus provided 
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Novel interior design of buffet cars introduced by the Southern Railway for the Mid-Sussex and 


coast lines, the services of which were electrified on July 3 last 
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Entrance porch (left) and lecture theatre interior (right), L.M.S.R. School of Transport 
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View of the excellent model of 
Euston station in 1838 which was first 
shown at the London & Birmingham 
Railway centenary celebrations in 
London. The model was subsequently 
displayed in the Birmingham City 
Art Gallery. The various events were 
planned by the L.M.S.R. to mark the 
centenary on September 17 of the open- 
ing throughout of the London & 
Birmingham main line 











Above: Major G. C. Tryon (Post- 
master-General), Lord Stamp (Chair- 
man of the L.M.S.R.), and Sir Harry 
Twyford (Lord Mayor of London), 
chatting to sorters dressed in period 
costumes on a facsimile of an 1838 
sorting carriage at the travelling post 
office centenary exhibition at Euston, 
which was opened on March 28 


Left: The centenary celebrations of 
the London & Birmingham Railway 
began at Euston on September 19. 
Lord Stamp, Chairman of _ the 
L.M.S.R:, is seen shaking hands 
with the driver of the “‘ Lion” locomo- 
tive of 1838; with him are the Lord 
Mayor of Birmingham (Councillor 
E. R. Canning), who opened the ex- 
hibition, and the then Mayor of St. 
Pancras (Councillor John Sperni) 
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Left: Mr. Holland-Martin, Chairman of the Southern Railway, unveiling 
the commemorative column on October 12 to mark the centenary of | ing the 
foundation stone of Southampton docks. Below: Reproduction of an raving 
entitled ** South Western Railway Station, Nine Elms.” This was first 


London terminus of the L.S.W.R. The centenary of opening of the fir ction 


of this railway, from Nine Elms to Woking Common, occurred on 1y 2) 


Left : Platforms of the new station 
at Aldgate East, London Trans- 
port. The lines are now in a new 
tunnel that was constructed round 
the old, and 7 ft. lower than in 
their former position. The lower- 
ing was necessary to make room for 
sub-surface booking offices above 
the new tunnel. The lower picture 
shows workmen removing _ the 
trestles on which the permanent 
way was temporarily supported 
preparatory to lowering it to its 
new position on October 30) 
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RAILWAY 


PERSONAL 


>. W.R. APPOINTMENTS 


In addition to those published on 
page 1097 last week, the following 
appoil nts have been announced :— 

Mr. H. E. Hedges, Head of Section, 
Gene! Manager’s Office, Paddington, 
to be Assistant to General Manager. 

Mr. T. H. Hollingsworth, Clerk, De- 
velop! t Section, Chief Goods Mana- 
ser’s Office, Paddington, to be Assis- 
tant District Goods Manager, Cardiff. 

Mr. F. M. Davis, Staff Clerk, Chief 
Goods Manager’s Office, Paddington, to 
be Assistant District Goods Manager, 
Lond 


Mr. E. E. Painter, Secretary of the 
Railw Clearing House since June, 
1935, will retire from that position at 
the end of March. He will be succeeded 
by Mr. J. E. T. Stanbra, Assistant for 
Rate rribunal Affairs to the Chief 
Commercial Manager, L.M.S.R. 


Louis T. H. Greig has resigned 
eneral managership, and his direc 

p, of Jersey Airways Limited. He 
succeeded as General Manager 
company on January 1 by Mr. 
Waters, who has been Commer- 
Assistant, Railway Air Services 
Limited, since 1934. Mr. Greig has also 
resigned his seat on the board of 
Guernsey Airways Limited 


DitsrL ENGINE Users’ ASSOCIATION 

Mi George E. Windeler 
M.I.Mech.E., M.I.Mar.E., of Man 
chester, has ‘been elected to succeed 
Mi .. Hornbuckle, B.Sc., 
Assoc.M.Inst.C.E., as President of the 
Diesel Engine Users’ Association for 
the ensuing year. 

Mr. A. K. Bruce and Major A. T. 
Evans are succeeded by Mr. Sterry 
B. Freeman and Mr. A. J. Oates, as 
members of the General Committee. 

rhe Percy Still medal for the session 

937/1938 has been awarded to Mr. 
Herbert Victor Stead, M.Sc. 


Mr. C. J. M. Hunter, of Callender’s 
Cable & Construction Co. Ltd., Bombay, 
transferred from Associate 
Member to the class of full Member of 
the Institution of Civil Engineers. 


has b en 


Mr. J. G. Goodenough has resigned 
position as Director and General 
nager of Dorman, Long & Co. Ltd. 
was appointed General Manager in 

and was elected a Director in 
ist of the same year. 


late Mr. A. J. Shepherd, a 


tor of the Costa Rica Railway 
Ltd., whose death on October 26 
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was recorded in our issue of Novem- 
ber 11, left estate of £2,709 (£2,594 
net). 


RAILWAY ASSESSMENT AUTHORITY 


The Minister of Health has just 
appointed to be members of the Rail- 
way Assessment Authority (whose 
function is to value, for rating pur 
poses, the undertakings of the main- 
line railway companies and of the 
London Passenger Transport Board) 
for the period January 1, 1939, 1o 
December 31, 1943, the following:- 

Mr. F. C. R. Douglas, M.A., 
F.R.A.S. (London County Council). 

Sir George Etherton, O.B.E., Clerk 
of the Lancashire County Council 
(County Councils Association). 

Mr. G. Trevelyan Lee, formerly 
Town Clerk of Derby (Association of 
Municipal Corporations). 

Mr. H. J. Beavis, J.P. (Metro 
politan Boroughs Standing Joint Com 
mittee). 

Mr. J. A. Simpson, LL.B., formerly 
Clerk of the Woodford Green Urban 
District Council (Urban District 
Councils Association). 

Mr. Neville Hobson, 
Clerk of the Beverley 
Council (Rural 
Association). 

or |. Carts, K.BE., 
formerly Clerk of the 
Assessment Committee. 

Mr. J. E. Tomley, C.B.E., Clerk of 
the North Montgomeryshire and Clun 
(Assessment Committees. 

Mr. S. Lord, formerly 
Treasurer of Acton. 

The bodies mentioned in paren 
theses are the bodies by whom the re- 
spective members recommended 
for appointment to the Minister. All 
except Mr. Douglas, Mr. Neville Hob- 
son, and Mr. Lord were previously 
members of the authority. The Chair- 
man (Sir Joshua Scholefield, K.C.) is 
appointed by the Lord Chancellor. 


M.C., 
Rural 
District 


LA ee 
District 
Council’s 


Di. 3.Ps 
Birmingham 


Borough 


were 


The late Sir Philip Dawson, M.P., 
consulting electrical engineer, whose 
death on September 24 was recorded 
in our of September 30, left 
estate valued at £22,848. 


issue 


INDIAN RAILWAY STAFF CHANGES 


Mr. J. D. Westwood, Agent and 
General Manager, B. & N.W. jand 
R. & K.R., on return from leave, 
resumed his duties on October 23. 

Mr. W. E. G. Bender, C.I.E., 
M.Inst.C.E., Chief Engineer, B. & 
N.W. and R. & K.R., has been granted 
two years’ leave as from November 15. 

Mr. R. Hannay, Traffic Manager, 
B. & N.W. and R. & K.R., on return 
from leave. resumed his duties on 
December 8. 


NEWS SECTION 


Mr. J. A. Tower, Chief Trans- 
portation Superintendent (Administra- 
tive), G.I.P.R., has been’ granted 
leave for 10? months, as from Novem- 
her 19 

Mr. J. C. Highet, A.M.Inst.C.E., 
F.C.H., Member of the Railway Board, 
has left India on leave preparatory to 
retirement after 33 years’ service on 
the State Railways, including four 
years as Agent (General Manager) of 
the North Western system and 2} years 
as Member of the Railway Board. He 
is travelling home via Australia, New 
Zealand, and America, and is expected 
to arrive in London about April next. 

Mr. F. D’Souza, who is at present 
officiating as Member (Traffic), has 
been appointed to officiate as Mem- 
ber (Staff) of the Railway Board, in 
place of Mr. Highet. 

Mr. F. R. Hawkes, Chief Com- 
mercial Manager, N.W.R., has been 
appointed to officiate as Member 
(Traffic) until the return from leave of 
Mr. A. E. Tylden-Pattenson. 

Mr. T. C. Hales, Divisional Superin- 
tendent, has been appointed to officiate 
as Chief Commercial Manager, N.W.R., 
during the absence of Mr. Hawkes. 


Mr. Ernest H. Short has been ap- 
pointed General Secretary of the British 
Railway Stockholders Union Limited, 
in succession to Mr. Ashley Brown, who 
has retired. Mr. Ashley Brown is how- 
ever remaining in contact with the 
Stockholders Union in a consultative 
capacity. 

We regret to record the death on 
December 24 of Major the Rt. Hon. 
J. W. Hills, who from 1912-22 was a 
Director of the former Midland Rail- 
way. Major Hills had a long Parlia- 
mentary career, representing the City 
of Durham from 1906-22, and return 
ing again as Member for Ripon in 1925. 
He took an active part in the debates 
leading up to the passing of the Rail- 
ways Act, 1921. In 1929 Major Hills 
was made a Privy Councillor. He acted 
as Chairman of a committee on indus- 
trial unrest in 1917, Chairman of the 
Committee on Export Credits, a mem- 
ber of the Royal Commission on Land 
Drainage, Chairman of the _  Inter- 
Departmental Committee appointed by 
the Ministry of Health and the Board 
of Trade to survey the prices of build- 
ing materials, and a member of the De- 
partmental Committee on Housing, 
which was appointed in 1933. 


We regret to record the death on 
December 23, of Mr. Walter Griffiths, 
President of the National Union of 
Railwaymen. Mr. Griffiths had held 
that position for three successive years. 
For 36 vears he had been in the service 
of the G.W.R. as an engine driver. 
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’ : many and 

Opening of the Senneterre—Noranda Rouyn Branch, culverts. 

Canadian National Railways a a oe ae 

November, 1937. The y line ri 

Linking Montreal with the rich features of the new line are bridges now open for public traffi pas 
nining area of Noranda Rouyn and icross the Kinojevis and Thompson senger and goods. 

Val d’Or, this new line was officially rivers, cach about 1,000 ft. long. In The stations on the h 

opened on December 3 fas. briefly order to provide comparatively cheap with their mileages, are: terr 

recorded on page 1068 in our issue of foundations for the piers of these 0; Tiblemont, 6-9; Pas 21-3 

December 16] at Val d’Or, in the bridges in a great depth of soft blue Colombiére, 27-7; Val 36.5 

presence of six cabinet ministers, the clay, H-section steel piles—varying in Dubuisson, 42-2: Malar 53-7 

President and other high officers of length up to 210 ft., to reach solid Heva, 59-1; Cadillac, 67-2 rue 

the Canadian National Railways, and rock—were used in such a way that 77-4; Joannés, 83-2; McWat g?-9 

. party of nearly 100 representatives the cost of cofferdam work could Noranda Rouyn, 100-6. Tr} stan 

f legislative, transportation, business, largely be eliminated. Costly and from Quebec to Val d’Or is Liles 
ining, financial, and press interests heavy concrete piers were also unneces from Montreal to Val d’O 4163 
Completion of construction was sary in most cases. Due to the flat miles, and from Toronto t Or 
mbolised by the driving of a golden wet country traversed there are 516 miles 
pike by the Hon 9 D. Howe, 

Ministet of Transport for Canada . Nakina waker. * yTranscontinental Line ll 7 
fierwards, a font ribbon stretched WINNIPEG rat 2 ind Tascheres NEW LINE i) all 
ross the track and held at each end ‘i one #7 Senneterre fi 

»y Mayor Morisette of Val d’Or and 4 Pa A “:Noranda Rouyn / JEBEC 

Mayor Tardif of Rouyn was severed 'w. t Q U £ B 

by the Hon. Mr Gagnon Minister for Gemadinn Mabtounl Railways ~ \ North Bay g 

Mines, Quebe Mr Se J. Hunger ——— (Canadian Pacific Railway A hat 

tore President of the C.N.R., then saaees Temiskaming & Northern Ontario Railway 1) Miles 

drove the first train through a bannet : : = 

held in a large hoop and bearing the a 0 % woMiles | 

picture of a golden sun, typifying the ao = 

wealth of the north; Noranda was ‘ 10 Am 

reached at 5 p.m in 
Construction of the new branch line 

completed well ahead of schedule 

[t runs in a south-westerly direction, 

ind is 100-6 miles in length from PS 

Senneterre, the junction with the Davanéus Q ge 

Transcontinental line, to Noranda ory ie 

Rouyvn, where it links with the south Lic . 
isterly branch line from Taschereau C R. 

ilso on the Transcontinental route x 1 

Authorised by Parliament on June 23, Yr 

1936, surveys were begun in the same = 

ne vive apn ” nde i tha lie gt’ — gh fe 
— . . as d € 

November By the end of 1937, 89 Ny Gdsgasre z scalis } 

miles of formation and 52 miles o RY \ ae 

permanent way had been completed; : J atu olombiere A 

the remainder of the work was don © Mines in operation PS y 0 ( 7 

this year Phe principal engineering 
Chain Slings and Fittings mediate fittings have displayed still withstand an additional anvil il 

: greater variety, and it is perhaps in the form of a cold bend test 
Users of lifting chains are well served this particular respect that B.S.S. welded bar, and a forged-dowi ten 
| two recent publications of the 781—1938 will be found most helpful. sile test ’’ for which the test-picce is 

British Standards Institution, which The use of the pear-shaped link (per- cut from a bar which has been rolled 

form part of a series dealing with the haps more commonly known as _ the or forged to approximately one-third 

quality of chainmaking materials and “egg "’ link) had contributed over a of its original cross-section Che 
the design of sling fittings. The issue number of years to the safety and chemical specification for this iron per 
of B.S.S. No. 482 (1933), which listed workmanlike finish of chain slings. The mits of no adulteration with wrought 
five geometrically similar types of mathematics of the egg link have now iron scrap either in the puddling fur 

lifting hook, was followed by that of for the first time been worked out by nace or in the piles, and the ma: m 

B.S.S. No. 394 (1936) for short-link the National Physical Laboratory, and manganese content is put at 0-075 per 

wrought iron chain rhe two latest the standard egg link appears as an cent., compared with 0-10 per cent 

idditions are B.S.S. 781 Wrought essential intermediate component of all for Grade ‘‘A” iron (B.S.S. 51 

Iron Chain Slings’’ and B.S.S. 762 standard slings, and as an _ optional There appears some anomaly his 
Wrought Iron Bars of Special terminal component in two forms, latter provision, as the short link 

Grade.” Sling fittings made under namely, reevable (for collar slings) and chain to which the fittings w be 

B.S.S. 781 are to be made of iron con non-reevable attached may be made_ from iron 

lorming to B.S.S. 762. A further issue The iron to be used for sling fittings containing 0-10 per cent. manganes 

is pending, namely, ‘‘ Shackles for lift- (B.S.S. 762—19388) is described as (B.S.S. 394) 

ing Purposes.’’ It has in the past been ‘special grade.’’ Its physical proper No revision of the existing 1 ire- 

possible to find appreciable variation ties approximate to those of Grade ments in respect of the analysis 01 

in the practice of different makers in ‘A ”’ iron (B.S.S. 51—1929 ‘‘ Wrought physical properties of the iron used fot 

the design even of lifting hooks of [ron for use in Railway Rolling chain links or of that for lifting ks 
milar capacity Terminal and inter Stock ’’) It is required, however, to (B.S.S. 482) has been announced 
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Catering by Land and Sea 


Mr \. P. Setterfield, Manager, 
Hotel id Catering Department, 


ive a paper on the subject 
by land and sea .t the 
, the Great Western Railway 
Lond Lecture & Debating Society 
D ber 15. Sir Henry Mather 
Director of the G.W.R. pre 

led Setterfield began by com 
character and duties of the 
rst n the better-class hotels and 
ships employed in the North 


G.W.1! 


ca 4 


Atlar vice. Although in essentials 
much similarity between 


the two spheres, in the pet 
re was a distinct difference 


Man of hotels until quite recently 
nly German, Swiss, French, 
It n, men who had gained ex- 


in all grades and who had a 
na ir, but now many more wert 
Brit hanks in part to the Immigra 

but also to the fact that the 

was attracting more educated 

lligent men These men had 
experience of all departments, 
rf te a Continental hotel, working 


itchen, restaurant, and recep 
| control offices. Then they 
to the training school at 


r the one in London undet 


| lief steward on a liner had to 
very different training and 

ire for a man to have held both 

ns. After beginning in the ranks 

ell boy or commis waiter, he 

a steward in the third or tourist 

id gradually, if he 

he hard training, moved up to 
teward On some lines he was 

then subordinate to the purse 
others they ranked as equals 

I sponsibilities of the hotel mana 
d chief steward varied in degree 
rmer: had to be buyer, recep 

ind staff manager, and to have 

vledge of anything from licensing 

to electrical work. The latter 
have to provide 7,000 meals a 
nvisage the effect of inclement 


4 


persey ered 


er on appetite, and be an expert 
irigeration 
work of the other 
d much in method and the man 
ship had a much more arduous 
table 


MAN \ 


personnel 


It was necessary for the 
rd, for instance, to do 
s such as cleaning utensils, & 

) ise the extra accommodation for the 
who would do them in an hotel, 
not be afforded. The same con 
tion meant that the staff usually 
ot have quarters for 

is on shore. 

le of provisions laid down by thi 
lerchant Shipping Act of 1906 as to 
| ty and quantity which was 
ntly supervised by inspectors of 
Board of Trade. There was little 
hange of staff between hotels and 
The ship had of course to carry 

der variety of tradesmen, bakers, 
hers, and so forth, but the employ 

t of women was much more limited 
ishore. It was interesting to note 


separate 
There was howevet 


that in the important position of chef 
(who must not only be a cook but 


also an organiser) there were more 
British on ships than in the larger 
hotels. The great qualification of all 


the personnel was tact and courtesy in 
trying circumstances. 

Concerning provisioning, again the 
methods differed considerably. The ri 
quisition on which was based the 
amounts to be taken in on board, was 
prepared by the chief steward towards 
the end of the previous voyage, taking 
into account the probable surplus and 


items which had not yet come into 
season With vessels like the Oueen 
Vary the time in port might be so 


limited that there were only a few hours 
in which to ship everything. The pro 
visions which could also be taken on at 
ports of call or destination made a mor 
varied bill of fare possible than in an 
hotel. Today refrigeration was vital 
to catering by sea. Since the old days 
of ice boxes, the 
was tremendous and now 
refrigerators of different 

kinds of food The 


mprovement in food 
there were 
temperatures 


for most hotel 
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manager had a simpler task since so 
much storage was unnecessary. In most 
cases his kitchen range was now heated 
by gas, but on the Queen Mary the 
cooking outfit was electric. Experi 
ments had also been made by one com 
pany with electricity for cooking on 
railway trains. 

Mr. Setterfield referred to the ques 
tion of competition which arose from 
the low cost of travelling abroad and 
more particularly from the aid which 
other States gave to their hotel indus- 
tries and merchant fleets, which, com- 
bined with regulations in this country, 
did not make it easier to encourage 
visitors to enjoy themselves. Adverse 
publicity was often given by our own 
countrymen, but in fact the divergence 
of opinion on food was so great that 
some complaints were almost inevitable 
Everyone seemed to think differently 
about a meal in a restaurant car, and 
on the question of bottled and canned 
foods there was violent disagreement; 
but in this respect and in every other 
of food, accommodation, bedrooms, 
baths, cabin space, and cuisine the im 
provement in the last fifty years had 
been beyond all recognition. 








The Welding of German High Tensile Steels 


Prot. E. H. Schulz, head of the Re 
Department of the Vereinigte 
Dortmund, presented to 
the Institute of Welding a paper on 
the Welding of High Tensile Steel in 
Germany. The author himself could 
not be present in time to deliver the 


search 
Stahlwerke, 


delays caused 


31S« hof, 


paper, owing to traffic 
by the bad weather, and Dr. 
his assistant, read it instead. 
In recent years the use of German 
high tensile steel has been steadily in 
creasing, mainly for railway and motor 
road bridges, and up till now about 
19,000 tons of this steel have 
used in welded structures. The steel 
is the so-called St. 52 with 52 kg. per 
q. mm. minimum tensile strength 
(about 33 tons per sq. in.) 
Difficulties have already 
perienced when riveting structures of 
St. 52, and in recent years it has been 


been 


been ex 


found that results with the welding 
of this steel were not always satis 
factory Careful investigations had 


therefore to be carried out regarding 
its weldability and it now appears that 
new specifications covering the 
chemical composition of these 
will be of great help in future develop- 
ment While the chemical analysis 
was previously leit to the steel makers 
it was found advisable to specify the 
minimum and maximum content of 
illoys, also the yield point, elongation, 
bending angle, fatigue properties, &c., 
so as to arrive at a more uniform 
quality. 

One of the main dangers experienced 
with the welding of St. 52 was the 
formation of miniature cracks as a 
sequence of rapid cooling effects on 
thin fillet welds. This applies par- 
ticularly to fillets joining heavy flange 


steels 


plates to comparatively thin web 
plates. In certain cases, both with 
railway bridges and those for motor 
roads, these cracks formed a serious 


danger, and in some instances con 
siderable portions of welds had to be 
cut out and re-welded, and even whole 
structures had to be replaced. 

Nevertheless, the outlook appears to 
be hopeful at present and it is obvious 
that the higher qualities of steel will 
be utilised in the future, particularly 
where movable structures are con 
cerned, such as railway rolling stock, 
cranes, &c., and also for wide-span 
bridges where the dead weight of th« 
structure forms the decisive con 
sideration. 








B.S.S. FOR ELECTRODE HOLDERS FOR 
Spor Wetpinc MAcuines.—One of 
the spheres in which welding has made 
very rapid strides is the machine shop 
and the production department. Weld- 
ing machines are being continually 
installed and in order that the output 
from the shop might be maintained 
it is desirable to be able to change over 
rapidly from one machine to another in 
the event of a failure on one machine. 
This has often been found difficult 
owing to the different forms in the elec- 
trode holder that have been adopted 
by the various welding machine makers. 
A British Standards Specification (B.S.S. 
No. 807) has now been prepared which 
lays down the form and dimensions 
of the hole in the electrode holder and 
of the shank of the electrode which 
fits into this hole. Copies of the specifi- 
cation may be obtained from the 
British Standards Institution, 28, Vic- 
toria Street, London, $.W.1, price 2s. 2d., 
post free. 
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“No Smoking” on the Southern Railway 


New type of label now in use on S.R. trains 


On December 8 a new kind of label 
appeared on the windows of some of 
the compartments of Southern Railway 
trains. It was a triangular transparent 
affair with a red border, and on it was 


printed the words ‘‘ No Smoking.”’ 
Posters on all Southern’ Railway 
stations announced the fact that as 


from this date smoking would be per 
mitted in any compartment except 


SOUTHERN RAILWAY 


SMOKING IN 
TRAINS 


IN FUTURE SMOKING 
WILL BE PERMITTED 
IN ANY COMPARTMENT 
EXCEPT THOSE WHICH 
ARE MARKED WITH THIS 
LABEL 








NO 
SMOKING 


THE PRESENT GREEN NON SMOKIN ABELS AND RED 
ARE BEING WITHDRAWN 





MOKIN ABEL 





Poster announcing the change 


those labelled ‘‘ No Smoking ’’ (as we 
innounced on page 1018 of our Decem 
ber 9 issue). We understand that there 
are several reasons which have 
prompted the Southern Railway to 
idopt this modern principle of label- 

First, the popularity 
both sexes necessitates 


ling its coaches. 
of smoking by 
the provision of more accommodation 
for these passengers Secondly, it 
brings Southern Railway practice into 
line with that of the London Passenger 
Transport Board, and will, it is hoped, 
forerunner of what will soon be 
standard practice on all the British 
railwavs. Thirdly, it effects a consider- 
ible economy, seeing that only about 


pe a 


one-third of the number of labels 
hitherto used is now required. 
[The idea of labelling certain com 


partments ‘‘ No Smoking ’’ is not new. 
The South Eastern & Chatham Railway 
adopted this principle soon after the 
war, but at the time of grouping the 
older method had to be reverted to, in 
order to bring the S.E. & C. Section 
into line with the other two companies 
which formed the Southern group 


Recent years have seen Southern Rail- 
way compartment windows adorned 
with coloured circular labels. Red ones 


intimated that smoking was allowed, 
while green ones stood for the pro- 
hibition. Although other companies 


used this type of label, yet their choice 
of colourings was the reverse of that 
upon which the Southern Railway de 
cided. Consequently, a certain amount 
of confusion arose with travellers, par 
ticularly foreigners; and this was es- 
pecially noticeable where trains of two 
companies ran into one station. A 
typical example is Bournemouth West, 
where side by side stood coaches of 
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the Southern Railway and M.S.R. 
the former company’s hibition 
against smoking being den 1 by a 
green label, and the latter’s a red. 
With the new form of label, hoped 
that these anomalies will swept 
away. 

The triangular article from 
Canada. It is made of a sparent 
substance by a secret pro by th 
Canada Decalcomania Co |. of 
Toronto, and is said to bi finest 
thing of its kind in the world. Its 
wearing properties are clail to be 


better than anything hitherto used for 
the purpose. 








RAILWAY AND 


Gedaref Railway & Development 
Co. (Sudan) Ltd.—-The report for the 
vear to October 31, 1938, shows that 
the Kassala-Gedaref-Makwar line, which 
forms part of the main railway system 
in the Sudan, was operated for Passenger 
and goods traffic throughout the vear by 
the Sudan Railways, acting as contrac 
tor to the company, in accordance with 
the provisions of the construction con 
tract dated January 12, 1927. The 
obligations of the Sudan Government 
under the sale agreement of January 13, 
1927, in respect of the payment of the 
instalments of the purchase price of the 
works have been duly fulfilled. These 
instalments are suflicient to cover 
interest on the debenture stock, the 
payment for the redemption of the 
debenture stock during the year, and 
all other expenses incurred by the com- 
pany Of the total issue of £2,160,000 
five per cent guaranteed debenture 
stock, £248,600 has been redeemed to 
date in accordance with the provisions 
of the trust deed. lurther stock to the 
value of £43,000 has been drawn for 
redemption on March 1, 1939. 


Argentine Transandine Railway 
Co. Ltd.—The accounts for the year to 
June 30, 1938, show receipts from the 
Chilean State Railways, &c., £3,118, 
and expenses £8,600, leaving a debit of 
£5,482, plus exchange £2,111, 
interest on ‘“A’’ debenture’ stock 
£12,407, interest on ‘“ B”’ debenture 
stock (unpaid) £18,407, and interest on 
arrears of ‘‘B” debenture interest 
£4,223, making a total debit of £42,640. 
From this debit are deducted interest 
and other receipts £7,318, and {£8,007 
transferred from ‘“‘ A’’ debenture guar- 
antee fund, leaving the debit to be 
carried forward £27,315, which makes 
the total debit to revenue account 
£184,022. Receipts were insufficient 
to meet the interest on the “A” 
debenture stock, payable January 1 
and July 1, 1938, and recourse had to 
be made to the guarantee fund to 
provide the necessary funds to meet 
this interest. The ‘“ B”’ debenture 


loss 


The changeover was done ally, 
and for this reason a post $ pro 
duced in order to advise gers 
what was happening. 

. 
OTHER REPORTS 
stockholders have agreed t irther 
postponement of their inter intil 
January 1, 1941. The agre¢ t in 
connection with the State hase 
of the railway now awaits the oval 
of the Argentine Senate 

Butterley Co. Ltd.—The inary 
interim dividend in respect of the vear 
ending March 31, 1939, is to be 14 per 
cent. tax free, payable on December 31 
A vear ago the interim divide vas 


2 per cent., tax free. 


Nasmyth Wilson & Co. Ltd.—Th« 


loss for the year to December 31, 1937 
was £7,216, due to continued depression 
in the locomotive industry. The rtion 


of the company’s business related to the 


manufacture of locomotives has been 
sold. The effect of this transaction and 
changes in investments is that the 


adverse balance of £7,149 on profit and 


loss account has been converted into 
a credit balance of {£79,937 at Sep- 
tember 30, 1938, and the loan of 
£79,444 from the bankers has_ been 
repaid. 

R. A. Lister & Co. Ltd.—Trading 


profit for the year to September 30) 
1938, after making provision for depre 
ciation and contingencies, and including 
interest, dividends, and sundry receipts 
was £265,922, an improvement 0! 
£61,870 on the previous year. The net 
profit, after deducting £5,899 tor tees 
pensions, &c., and £15,000 provision 
for A.R.P. expenditure, is £245,023, 
compared with £199,170. Adding 
£69,143 brought in total of 
£314,166. Provision for income tax and 
N.D.C. takes £84,492, and preference 
dividend £13,275. The total ordinary 
distribution for the year is 10 per cent 
dividend and 7} per cent. bonus, com- 
pared with a total of 16 per cent. for 
the previous year, and absorbs {81,102 
Further appropriations are £32,501 for 
directors’ commissions and staff bonus 
£7,500 to additional pensions reserve, 
and £25,000 to general reserve, leaving 


£70,296 to be carried forward. 


gives a 
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QUESTIONS IN PARLIAMENT 


Railway Air Services 

Mr R. D. Perkins (Stroud—C.), 
ber 20, asked the Secretary 
of Sta r Air whether he would state 
in wl of the 11 air lines mentioned 
l » for subsidy in Command 
14 were Railway Air Services 

ind which of the companies 
ment | were entirely independent 
m way Air Services. 

Cal 1 H. H. Balfour (Under 
Secre of State for Air): The com- 
Railway Air Services 
has 1 nancial interest in any other 
vit iting company, but railway 
my ; are directly or indirectly in- 
terest in the following companies 
d in Command Paper 5894: 
Rails Air Services Limited, Jersey 
Airw Limited, Scottish Airways 
Limit Western Isles Airways 
Limited, Isle of Man Air Services 
Limited. There is, as far as I am aware, 
1 iy interest in the remaining 
om es mentioned in that paper. 


pany whl as 


Transport Advisory Council 
( L. F. Plugge (Rochester, Chat 
on December 21, asked the 

Mini of Transport what steps were 

being 1 n to consider the 

Brit oastwise shipping in 


position of 


connec 
tio1 ith the investigation now being 
arried out by the advisory committee 


f his department into the application 


f railways for unfettered rate 
fixins 
Dr. Leslie Burgin: There are two 
representatives of coastwise shipping 
n the Transport Advisory Council and 


both these members have been ap 
pointed to the committee which is con 
sidering my remit in connection with 
the xisting statutory regulation of 
s for the conveyance of merchan 
raffic by railway. 





Chinese Railways 


Mr. A. C. Moreing (Preston—C.), on 
Di ber 21, asked the Prime Minis 
ter whether British engineers were yet 
permitted to inspect the Shanghai 


Nanking Railway; in what currency the 


revenue was being collected on the 
Shanghai—Nanking, the Shanghai 
Hangchow, and the Peiping—Mukden 
railways; and what provision had been 
ma to secure payment of interest to 
sritish bondholders in these rail 
Mr. R. A. Butler (Under-Secretary 
of State for Foreign Affairs): As I in 
formed my hon. friend on November 
21, the Japanese Minister for Foreign 
Aff indicated last September that 
Inspection of the Shanghai—Nanking 
line could not be allowed for military 
re . In a note dated December 8 
ud ed to His Majesty’s Ambassador 
tt lokyo it was stated that no change 
wh er had occurred in the last three 
months which would render a survey 
possible 
On the Shanghai—Nanking and 


Shanghai—Hangchow railways the re 
venues are collected in Japanese yen 
and Japanese military yen notes. On 
the Peking—Mukden Railway Federal 
Reserve Bank currency is in general 
use, except on the Manchurian section, 
where Manchurian currency is used. 

Interest on the Peking—Mukden 
Railway Loan has been paid up to 
date. 

The Foreign Secretary is in communi- 
cation with His Majesty’s Ambassador 
at Tokyo on the subject of the other 
obligations secured on these railways. 


Freight Charges on 
Produce 

Mr. Wilfrid Roberts (North Cumber 
land—Lib.), on December 21, asked the 
Minister of Transport whether he 
would give an assurance that in the 
negotiations resulting from the repre- 
sentations made to him by the railway 
companies, or their representatives, he 
would not agree to any modifications 
of existing arrangements which might 
have the result of raising freight charges 
on agricultural produce. 

Dr. Leslie Burgin: I am not in a 
position to make any statement until 
I have and considered the 
Report of the Transport Advisory 
Council, to whom the railway com 
panies’ proposals have been referred. 
| would remind the hon. member that 
trading interests (including agriculture) 
ire represented on the council. 


Agricultural 


received 


Railway Companies’ Proposals 


Mr. D. J. B. Joel (Dudley—C.), on 
December 21, asked the Minister of 
lransport whether the railway com 
panies, in presenting their proposals 


to his department, informed the canal 
companies of their intention to do so; 
and what were being taken to 
ensure that the point of view of canal 
adequately taken into 


steps 


interests 
consideration, 

Mr. W. M. Adamson (Stafford, Can 
nock—Lab.) also asked the Minister 
of Transport whether he had con 
sidered representations from the canal 
companies concerning the railway com 
panies’ proposals on rate fixing; what 
was the nature of the representations; 
and could he make a statement. 

Dr. Leslie Burgin: The canal in 
terests are represented on the com 
mittee of the Transport Advisory Coun- 
considering the railway 


was 


cil which is 
companies’ proposals. 

Mr Adamson, on December 21, asked 
the Minister of Transport if he would 
give the terms of reference under which 
the Transport Advisory Council was 
considering the proposals of the rail 
way companies regarding rate fixing; 
and if he would say whether the council 
had met and what procedure it was 
adopting. 

Dr. Leslie Burgin: The terms of re- 
ference under which I have remitted 
the proposals of the railway companies 


to the Transport Advisory Council are 
as follow :— 

‘“ To consider the memoranda which 
have been submitted to the Minister 
of Transport by the Railway Com 
panies’ Association in connection with 
the proposal of the main-line railway 
companies that the existing statutory 
regulation of the charges for the con 
veyance of merchandise traffic by rail- 
together with the requirements 
thereto, including such 
matters as classification, publication 
and undue preference, should be re 
pealed, and to make recommendations. ’’ 

The council met on December 15 
and appointed a committee to deal with 
the matter: I understand that this 
committee proposes to sit today and 
tomorrow and to take all possible steps 
to expedite its work. 

Railway Charges for Fish 

Sir Douglas Thomson (Aberdeen 
S.U.), on December 21, asked the Minis- 
ter of Transport whether the railway 
companies’ tariff was on the same basis 
for weight for the transport of fish 
from Aberdeen, Hull, Grimsby, and 
Fleetwood; whether his attention had 
been drawn to the practice of accepting 
computed weights at the three last- 
named ports} and ‘whether, as this prac 
tice gave an advantage of 10 per cent. 
or more over the actual weights as 
charged in Aberdeen, he would confer 
with the companies concerned with a 
view to devising a remedy. 

Dr. Leslie Burgin (Minister of Trans 
port): I understand that the railway 
companies have already made arrange 
ments as from January 2 to accept 
computed weights of fish packed in 
boxes of standard sizes at Aberdeen as 
is the practice at other large ports. 
With reference to the last part of the 
question I am informed that this 
arrangement offers no advantage as re- 
gards charges and its object is the faci 
litation of despatch of large quantities 
in limited time. 


way, 
attached 








Staff and Labour Matters 


Road Haulage Area Wages Boards 

[The Minister of Labour has consti- 
tuted and established the Scottish Road 
Haulage Area Wages Board, and it is 
expected that the board will hold its 
first meeting at an early date. The 
constitution of the area wages boards 
for each of the 10 traffic areas in 
England and Wales is proceeding and 
it is understood the Minister hopes to 
establish these 


be in a_ position to 


boards shortly. 
L.P.T.B. Tramwaymen 

Arising out of a claim made on behalf 
of the men for an increase of 4s. a 
week, London tram and trolleybusmen 

drivers and conductors—have agreed, 
after months of negotiations, to accept 
an offer made by the London Passen- 
ger Transport Board to raise their 
wages by 2s. a week. The increased 
rates operate from the beginning of 
December. 












































































































New Stock for L.N.E.R. Darling- 
ton-Saltburn Service.—wNew . train 
sets, totalling over 70 vehicles, are being 
provided by the L.N.E.R. to replace 
existing carriages on the Darlington 
Saltburn service Ihe stock is articu 
lated in pairs ; three pairs (six coaches 
form the normal train set, and a fourth 
pair is added when traffic is heavy 
Shoulder lights, as well as roof lights, are 
provided in first and third class com 
partments 

Railway Accidents in France. 
On the evening of December 27 a 
Calais-Paris train collided with an 
empty train near saint Denis, about 
three miles from the Gare du Nord, 
Paris. Both locomotives were derailed, 
and several passengers were injured. 
On the same day a train from Metz to 
Sarreguemines (Moselle) was derailed 
near Faulquemont and fell down an 
embankment The driver was killed 
and five others injured 

French Railway Loans Redemp- 
tion.—M. Reynaud, the French Minis 
ter of Finance, announced on Decem 
ber 27 that his Government had made 
arrangements with a group of foreign 
banks for the issue in Holland and 
Switzerland, at the price of 95 per cent. 
of a 'rench State loan of F1.175,000,000, 
equival nt to {r.3,500 000,000 ol 
£20,348,000, at 4 per cent. for 30 years. 
[The loan would make it possible to 
convert or repay all the railway loans 
bearing interest at between 45 per cent 
and 6} per cent. issued in Holland, 
Switzerland, or the United States, and 
would save the French Treasury about 
{480,000 a vear 


Head-on Collision in Roumania. 

Late on December 24 two passengel! 
trains came into head-on _ collision 
between Frecatzei and Etulea on the 
Galatz-Chisinau line owing, apparently, 
to an error on the part of the station 
master at Frecatzei, who let one of the 
trains proceed on the single line section 
under the impression that it was to pass 
an opposite train at Etulea instead of at 
his station where they were booked to 
pass. It is reported that 103 persons 
lost their lives and 133 were injured 
Owing to the cold and stormy weather 
telephone lines were down and _ there 
was a long delay in the rescue work 
Several railway employees concerned 
are reported to have been dismissed 

White Lead Paint Poster Exhibi- 
tion.—On December 21, at the Building 
Centre, New Bond street, the Lead In 
dustries Development Council held an 
exhibition of posters advertising white 
ead paint, in the course of which awards 
were made to the successful artists who 
had entered for the 1939 poster com- 
petition. Mr. H. S. Tasker, Chairman 
of the council, after mentioning that 
this was the first occasion on which the 
field of competition had been widened 
so as to include a limited number of 
art schools, said that the experiment 
was fully justified, in that the winning 
design had been submitted by a student 
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of the L.C.C. Central School of Arts and 
Crafts, Mr. Alan Curwell, whom he 
warmly congratulated. Mr. E. G. 
Culpin, Chairman of the L.C.C., was 
called upon to present the awards, con- 
sisting of a first prize of £25 and two 
consolation prizes of £5 each, one of 
which went to a student of the same 


school. 


Maremmana_ Railway Loan. 
Hambros Bank announces that coupons 
of the Italian 5 per cent. loan, 1862 
Maremmana Railway), due January I, 
1939, may now be presented for pay- 
ment. The loan, of lire 44,550,000 
£1,782,000), was issued in 1862 for the 
construction of a railway from Leghorn 
to the Roman frontier. It is guaranteed 
by the revenues of the State and speci- 
ally secured by mortgage on that rail- 
way, and is redeemable in 1959 by a 
cumulative sinking fund operating by 
annual drawings 

French Travel Concessions.—The 
l'rench Government has just authorised 
the re-issue during 1939 of the Tourist 
Travel Card (carte de vovage touristique) 
in favour of visitors to France. This 
card, which will cost 4s. 9d., and be 
valid 90 days entitles the holder, subject 
to a minimum stay of six days in France, 
to a reduction of 40 per cent. in French 
railway fares and in the case of motorists 
taking their own car to France, of 
approximately 3d. a gallon in the price 
of petrol for a maximum of about 132 
gallons, by means of a petrol coupon 
booklet obtainable in Paris and the 
principal towns and seaports. Further 
details of these concessions may be ob 
tained from the French Railways 
National Tourist Office, 179, Piccadilly, 
London, W.1; the Southern Railway 
continental enquiry office, Victoria 
station, London, S.W.1:; or from any 
travel agent or motoring association. 


Pullman Car Co. Ltd. Meeting. 
Sir Follett Holt (Chairman and Manag- 
ing Director) presided, on December 19, 
at the annual meeting of this company, 
held at Victoria station, S.W.1. The 
accounts then presented, he said, covered 
the first year since the reorganisation 
of the capital, and showed net earnings 
of £68,117. This enabled the company 
to meet the interest on the 44 per cent. 
debentures, the full interest on the new 
5 per cent. income stock, with its 2 per 
cent. sinking fund, and, including the 
amount of that sinking fund, to place 
£38,250 to depreciation of rolling stock 
and carry forward £4,916. The company 
had been able to purchase in the market 
and by tender submitted to all holders, 
£33,299 of the 5 per cent. income stock, 
thereby reducing capital by that amount 
hese purchases being made below par, 
the available difference had been applied 
to depreciation, and cars and equipment 
had been written down by £42,044 dur- 
ing the year. The company now owned 
219 cars, with an average age of 13-67 
years and estimated remaining life of 
17-2 years. Besides the cars, and allow- 
ing for creditors, the company had a 
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balance of cash, investment 1 valu 
in stores and equipment about 
£50,000. The company wa 1 sound 
position as far as capital ts were 
concerned, but the future lepend 
upon earnings. The report mani- 


mously adopted. 


Another Signal Box Fire at Pad- 
dington.— At 5.10 a.m. on | iber 29. 
the signalman in Westbou Bridgs 
signal box, Paddington, | x that 
some points were not workin tisfac 
torily, sent fora man to clear them. |} 
was then noticed that smoke \ mins 
from the indicators in front © frame 
between certain levers, and, alt oh the 
electricity sub-station and fire 
brigade were at once called 
box was badly damaged and ram 
burnt out. A _ building in t init 
has been used to house temp lock 
instruments, and block wor Ver 
the down main line was int! | by 
1.15 p.m. The burnt-out box 
controlled the connections to ein 
turntable at Ranelagh Bric; Koval 
Oak station), and engines | to be 
sent to Old Oak Common to irned 
until the points could be \ 1 by 
hand on the ground, which wa: inged 
next dav 








Forthcoming Events 


Dec. 30 (Fri.).—Tramway and Li iv 
Society, at Inst. of Marine Eng s, The 
Minories, London, E.C.3, 8 p.1 Brief 
Survey of the Tramways of Ge “fi 
Mr. Charles E. Lee. 

Jan. 3 (Tues.).—Institute of Trans] 
at Bristol Tramways and Cart Cor 
pany’s Welfare Centre, 7 p he 
Electrification of Railways,” Ir. S 
Smart. 

Institute of Transport (Metropolit 
ate), at Inst. of Electrical Engine Sa\ 


Place, W.C.2, 6 pam. ” The Or itlor 
and Work of a Traffic Area O * by 
Mr. J. Bottom. 

Jan. 5 (Thurs.).—Engineering Public 
Committee, at Heriot-Watt Colle 
burgh, 3 p.m. Christmas Lecture for ‘ 
People. ‘‘ Ships and their En; by 
Engr.-Captain E. Smith, O.B.E 

Jan. 6 (Fri.).—Engineering Public | tions 
Committee, at Inst. of Electrical | ers 
Savoy Place, London, W.C.2, 3 p.m 
Christmas Lecture for Your People 
* Speed on Land and Sea and i 
by Capt. J. Irving. 

Institute of fransport (East Midlands 
at Guildhall, Nottingham, 7 p.1 Publi 
Service Vehicle Body Construction,’ 
Mr. W. Hickman. 

Omnibus Society, at Inst. of Marine | eers 
[The Minories, London, E.C.3 p.0 





e 





Annual General Meeting. \d 
Mr. Charles E. Lee. 

Southern Railway (I.ondon) Lect 
Debating Society, at Chapte House 
St. Thomas’ Street, London Brid S.E.1 
5.45 p.m. Debate with G.W.R lor 
Lecture and Debating Societ' ha 
the Amalgamation of the Great Wester! 
and Southern Railway Companies th 
interests of the Public.” Aff 


G.W.R. Society Negative thert 


Railway Society. 








In view of the Christmas holidays, the British 
and Irish traffic returns are not available at the 
time we close for press. The usual table of home 
traffic returns, the editorial note on the week's 
traffics, and the table of British and Irish railway 
stocks and shares, are omitted this week 
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I regularly in Russia, and the 
EN. is building a 150-ton wagon. 
Phe m now ordered is revolutionary 

being entirely welded and 

S ult high-tensile steel It is 6O ft 

r buffers and is mounted on 

ul vies which are articulated so 

wagon can negotiate an 85-ft 

radi irve The wagon runs on 24 

vhe ind when completed will make 

th nev from Thornaby-on-Tees to 
Shet | over the main line 





\ | Herbert Limited has licensed 
the arch Machine Tool Company, 
Ssvd Ohio, U.S.A., to manufacture 
ovaltyv, lathes with beds har 
»y the Herbert patent 
in niport such lathes into England. 


pre CESS 


Phe lonarch Machine Tool Company 
ha lired the patent rights for the 
Herbert process in the United States 
ind is in turn granted to Alfred 
Her t Limited, of Coventry, a licence 


rt machines with hardened beds 
by t process into the United States 
State 


Ley ptian Railway Ad 


ministration has recently placed the 
tl 1g orders : 

! zeoise & Nicaise & Delcuve : Axle 

DON Kef. No, ESR 21.884, item one, total 

pr 5, delivery f.o.b, Antwerp. 

; WW Birkinhow & Co. Ltd. Pick beaters 

Re ESR 310.G8 34, total value approxi 
—_ ite 5,028, delivery, f.o.b. I iverpool ) 

Fy Krupp A.G.: Bolts, nuts, and helical 
sh Spril Order No. 21.943, item 2, total cost 
he 900 ery, f.o.b, Rotterdam-Antwerp 
wf i, sociated Lead Manufacturing Export 
‘ \erial line material. (Ref. No 

4 ESR 6.336, item No. 1, total price approxi 
ay ate #21, delivery, f.o.b. London, 


XUM 


locomotive boilers 


Tenders are invited by the Bombay, 
Baroda & Central India Railway Ad 
ministration, receivable at the White 
Mansion, 91, Pettv Trance, West- 
minster, $.W.1, by January 13, for the 
supply of chemically dressed wagon 
covers and West Coast Hematite pig 
iron. 

The Chilean State Railways Adminis 
tration is calling for tenders for the 
supply and delivery of various spare 
locomotives, carriages, and 
wagons, including toothed wheels, 
crank axles, and cranks axles for 
locomotives, bogies, tenders, carriages, 
and wagons; tyres for locomotives, 
carriages, and wagons ; springs; steel] 
boilers : copper tubes for 
smoke boxes; miscellaneous spares, 
including injectors, lubricators, steam 
gauges, and glass tubes for water levels. 
lenders must reach the Jefe del Departa- 
mento de Materiales y Almacenes, Ferro- 
carriles del Estado, Santiago, Chile, by 
January 31, 1939. A copy of the 
schedule of requirements only may be 
borrowed from the Department of 
Overseas Trade, London, S.W.1. 


parts for 


tubes for 


Following the successful introduction 
last July of 100 special shock-absorbing 
wagons for the conveyance of sanitary 
and concrete pipes, glass, machinery, 
carboys of acid, and other traffics which 
are particularly susceptible to shock, 
the L.M.S.R. has decided to build at its 
Derby works a further 100 of these 
vehicles, of 12 tons capacity each. The 
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Official Notices 
HE DRAS & SOUTHERN MAHRATTA South Indian Railway Compan Limited be made of 10s. for each copy of the Specifica- 
Tea: WAY COMPANY LIMITED invite y pany, tion. ; 
Tenders —— Copies of the drawing may be obtained at the 
309k CW COPPER RODS, 823 cwts. COPPER HE Directors are prepared to receive Offices of the Company’s Consulting Engineers, 
“SHI s, 1633 cwrs. COPPER TUBING, Tenders for the supply of : Messrs. Robert White & Partners, 3, Victoria 
iND | COPPER FIREBOX PLATES. sadness ft Street, Westminster, 8. 
Specif 1 and Form of Tender can_be ob- ROLLED STEEL DISC WHEELS AND E. A. S. BELL. 
l- tained e Company’s Offices, 123, Victoria AXLES. St esnastas land 
) Street tminster, London, S8.W.1. Specifications and Forms of Tender will be —— ee anaging Director. 
? Fee GUINEA, which will not be available at the Company’s Offices, 91, Petty a1, Petty France, 
y nase pe pt : Westminster, S.W.1. 
4 furne France, Westminster, S.W.1. 28th December. 1938 
Tend ust be submitted not later thar Tenders addressed to the Chairman and é ecember, . 
SATURDAY, 14m JANUARY, Directors of the South Indian Railway Com- aS : a = : 
939 pany Limited, marked ‘‘ Tender for Wheels and ta IAL ADVERTISEMENTS intended for 
The tors do not bind themselves to Axles,” with the name of the firm tendering, insertion on this page should be sent in 
ccept t vest or any Tender and reserve to must be left with the undersigned not !*ter as early in the week as possible. The latest 
thems he right of reducing wr dividing than 12 Noon on Friday, the 13th January, time for receiving official advertisements for 
the oré 1939. this page for the current week’s issue is noon 
By Order of the Board, The Directors do not bind themselves to on Thursday. All advertisements should be 
V. CRASTER, accept the lowest or any Tender. addressed to:—The Railway Gazette, 33, Tothill 
Secretary A charge, which will not be returned, will Street, Westminster, London, 8.W.1. 
: first of these additional vehicles will be 
aa : : ; an 
CONTRACTS AND TENDERS ready for service in February. The 
shock-absorbing wagons, which were 
( Koberts & Co. Ltd. has re The Siamese State Railway Adminis- designed after extensive research and 
ive in order from the Central tration has placed the following orders experiment, incorporate a special spring- 
12 Railway for 20 welded wagon to the inspection of Messrs. Sandberg : ing system which entirely absorbs 
inder 1es J. B. Corrie & Co. Ltd.: Universal milling normal shocks and ensures the safety 
machine to be manufactured by Cincinnatti of gor vows 
, é stein ee goods carried 
Largest Wagon in the World Milling Machines Limited, Birmingham, and = 
; two slotting machines to be manufactured by New Turntables for L.M.S.R. 
H Wrightson & Co. Ltd. has Muir Machine Tools Limited. ais : : 
ne in order from the English East Asiatic Company: Five sets of driving New vac uum-operated turntables are 
Steel Corporation for a 300-ton main wie nae acne for Frichs diesel locomotives “ - gee. the ange at 
and 2Z,60% es, r P . : = .. 
_ ne e wagon designed for use in Baume & Marpent: 2,690 tyres _ ( wd a ( age Widnes, Kes 
™ th field Penistone works, with a ; ; ee ns ees. effield (Grimes- 
load of 300 tons and for use lenders are invited by the Rohilkund thorpe), | I eterborough, loton (Derby 
line working up to 200 tons. &. Kumaon Railway \dministration, shire), Evesham, Leicester, and Liver 
Hea Veieitaen Deliewes tuk thle is receivable by January 17, 1939, at pool (Exchange). Eight of the new turn- 
Vv 9907 a . . Bi aes ‘ . : arcgar o« star . 
+ the st wagon in the world, although 237, Gresham House, Old Broad Street, tables will be of larger diameter than 
+ ic ught there is a 200-ton wagon London, E.C.2, for the supply of five those which they replace, in order to 


accommodate bigger locomotives 


Birmingham Electric Furnaces 
The success of the many types of 
mechanically-operated furnaces designed 
and produced by Birlec, with special 
reference to those with controlled 
atmospheres, has resulted in many 
requests being received for the supply 
of similar furnaces—gas-fired—for use 
under conditions where electrical energy 
is unduly expensive or even unobtain- 
able, and where cheap gas is available. 
The advent of the radiant tube gas-fired 
heating element has now made it 
possible to use gas as the heating 
medium for such furnaces, and Bir- 
mingham Electric Furnaces Limited 
has, after careful consideration, decided 
field, and to undertake 
the manufacture of certain types of 
gas-fired furnaces. In some circum- 
stances a combination of electric and 
gas heating will be offered. Most of the 
gas heating will be by means of radiant 
tube elements, the design and patent 
rights of an exceptionally efficient type 
being possessed by the company. Bir- 
mingham Electric Furnaces Limited 
reaffirms its belief that whilst in certain 
cases gas-firing can be used as alternative 
to electric heat, in very many applica- 
tions the electric method offers advan- 
tages unobtainable by combustion me- 
thods, and for this reason the company 
has no intention of offering gas-firing 
with all types of furnaces, but will 
restrict itself to those types where, 
under certain economic conditions, they 
can be recommended with confidence. 
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Railway Share Market 


L.M.S.R. 4 per cent. debentures 
active around 95, while the 5 per 
debentures changed hands at 1063. 

The 4 per cent. guaranteed was firmer at 
83, while the 4 per cent. preference was 
tive around 48 and the 4 per cent. 1923 
around 28 Business in the 
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it Western 4 per cent. debentures 
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Traffic Table of Overseas and Foreign Railways Publishing 
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